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As a community following Christ,
we LOVEwith an open heart,
GROWwith a curious mind,
and SHAREwith a generous spirit.

WELCOME TO WORSHIP

● Please turn off all cell phones.
● If you are visiting with us today, we extend to you a particular
welcome and invite your questions and comments.

● Our entire worship service is printed in this worship folder for your
convenience.

● Hearing assistance devices are available in the Narthex.
● Child care is available for children ages 5 years and under in the Child
Care Area, across from the Life Together Hall.

In the order of service, the words
that are spoken by a leader are in regular type.
Words spoken by the assembly are in boldface type.
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SECOND SUNDAY of CHRISTMAS
Sunday, January 4, 2026 8:15 a.m. and 10:45 a.m.

PRELUDE

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

Stand.
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CALL TO CONFESSION

Let us confess our sins,
for God is gracious and always ready to forgive.

Kneel or remain standing.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
God of love and compassion,
you have come into the world
and we have not yet recognized you.
Forgive our lack of insight
and open our eyes to see you hear and now,
that we may receive your grace
through Jesus our Christ.
Amen.

DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS

Friends, hear the good news of your salvation:
God freely bestows God’s grace on us through Jesus Christ.
In Christ we receive redemption and forgiveness of our trespasses,
according to the riches of the grace that God lavishes on us.
So be reconciled to God and one another.
Amen.
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GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,
the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all.
And also with you.

GATHERING HYMN • “WHEN LONG BEFORE TIME”
Evangelical Lutheran Worship 861
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HYMN OF PRAISE • “WHEN LONG BEFORE TIME”
Evangelical Lutheran Worship 861

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Giving God,you have adopted us as your children,
siblings of your beloved, Jesus Christ.
Empower us to be holy and blameless witnesses
to your glorious reign of peace and love now come into this world.
Amen.
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READING

A reading from the letter to the Ephesians.

Ephesians 1:3-14

3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed
us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, 4 just as he
chose us in Christ before the foundation of the world to be holy and
blameless before him in love. 5He destined us for adoption as his children
through Jesus Christ, according to the good pleasure of his will, 6 to the
praise of his glorious grace that he freely bestowed on us in the Beloved.
7 In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our
trespasses, according to the riches of his grace 8 that he lavished on us.
With all wisdom and insight 9he has made known to us the mystery of his
will, according to his good pleasure that he set forth in Christ, 10 as a plan
for the fullness of time, to gather up all things in him, things in heaven and
things on earth. 11 In Christ we have also obtained an inheritance, having
been destined according to the purpose of him who accomplishes all
things according to his counsel and will, 12 so that we, who were the first to
set our hope on Christ, might live for the praise of his glory. 13 In him you
also, when you had heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation,
and had believed in him, were marked with the seal of the promised Holy
Spirit; 14 this is the pledge of our inheritance toward redemption as God’s
own people, to the praise of his glory.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand.
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GOSPEL

The holy gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.

John 1:1-18

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the
Word was God. 2He was in the beginning with God. 3All things came into
being through him, and without him not one thing came into being. What
has come into being 4 in him was life, and the life was the light of all
people. 5The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not
overtake it.

6There was a man sent from God whose name was John. 7He came as a
witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. 8He
himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. 9The true
light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.

10He was in the world, and the world came into being through him, yet the
world did not know him. 11He came to what was his own, and his own
people did not accept him. 12But to all who received him, who believed in
his name, he gave power to become children of God, 13who were born, not
of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God.



9

14And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his
glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. 15 (John
testified to him and cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes
after me ranks ahead of me because he was before me.’ ”) 16From his
fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. 17The law indeed was given
through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 18No one has
ever seen God. It is the only Son, himself God, who is close to the Father’s
heart, who has made him known.

The gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.

Sit.

CHILDREN’S SERMON + SERMON

Stand.
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HYMN OF THE DAY • “WHEN A STAR IS SHINING”
All Creation Sings 915

Congregation: refrain; cantor verses.
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CREED

Together, let us confess our faith.

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH

Empowered by the news of Christ’s birth,
let us pray boldly for the church,
creation, and all who are in need.

At the conclusion of each petition:

Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

With the joy of Christ’s birth in our hearts,
we commend our prayers to you, O God,
trusting in your boundless mercy and eternal love;
through Jesus Christ our Savior.
Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.

And also with you.

Sit.
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INVITATION TO THE OFFERING

From God’s generous mercy we have all received
grace upon grace.
Therefore let us give in gratitude
for our lives and our inheritance
as part of the family of Christ.

You can participate in the Offering electronically
by scanning the QR code and filling out the online form.

OFFERING
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OFFERTORY RESPONSE • “WHEN LONG BEFORE TIME”
Evangelical Lutheran Worship 861
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OFFERING PRAYER

God of glory, great are your wonders among us
and many are the blessings you bestow.
Use us and these your gifts for the needs of the world,
that all the ends of the earth may rejoice in your saving grace,
through Christ our Savior.
Amen.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Lord, remember us in your kingdom
and teach us to pray:

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.
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COMMUNION

God is now in flesh appearing.
Come to the feast of joy!

Sit.

DISTRIBUTION

We are here because Jesus has called us—
strangers and friends, locals and visitors,
believers and doubters, the certain and the curious.
It is always a mixed company that Jesus gathers
and invites to his table where, in bread and wine,
he meets us and through him, we are joined to each other.
So come,
not because you understand,
but because you are understood.
Come,
not because of how you feel,
but because God has food for you.
Come,
not because you deserve a place,
but because Jesus invites you,
just as you are.

If you need an alcohol-free element or a gluten-free element, then please
let your server know.

If you are unable to come forward for communion, then please let an
usher know and you will be served where you are seated.
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COMMUNION HYMN “WE COME TO THE HUNGRY FEAST“
Evangelical Lutheran Worship 479
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Stand.

COMMUNION HYMN “WORD OF GOD, COME DOWN ON EARTH”
Evangelical Lutheran Worship 510
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Incarnate God, you are among us at this table.
May we treasure this gift and ponder in our hearts
the mystery of your presence.
Move us to discover the wonders of your love
in the everyday moments of our lives,
through Christ born in us.
Amen.

DEACON SENDING

Deacons are called to “make Christ
and his redemptive love known by word and example.” (1 Timothy)

Such love is expressed in the extension of Holy Communion
to those who are homebound or hospitalized.

Gracious God,
as Mary set out to visit Elizabeth before she gave birth to her
son, bless those who go forth to share your word and sacrament
with our sisters and brothers who are sick or homebound. In
your love and care, nourish those to whom we bring this
communion, that through the body and blood of your Son we
may all know the hope of your promised coming in Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen.

BLESSING

May the God who turns our mourning into joy
comfort you with the presence of the Holy Spirit
and lead you forth into the incarnation of your own lives.

Amen.
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SENDING HYMN • “MOURNING INTO DANCING”
Worship & Praise 99
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SENDING

Glory to God in the highest!
And peace to God’s people on earth!

Go in joy. Embody God’s redeeming grace.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

ADULT EDUCATION
9:30 a.m. in the Life Together Hall

- 1/4 = Pastor Eric previews the themes in the Gospel of Matthew that we will
encounter during 2026 worship services.

- 1/11 = Mission Endowment Fund “ministry fair” to meet and experience the
18 projects of our MEF grant recipients.

- 1/18 = Fred and Meleney Albert lead an interactive learning experience
regarding their trip to visit Border Servant Corps.

- 1/25 = Jason Cornell and Jon Edmonds teach expanded ways to support the
mission/ministry of MVLC through required minimum distributions, donor
advised funds, Thrivent Choide Dollars, and Thrivent Action Grants.

- 2/1 = Brooke Nelson presents on her time in Argentina with ELCA Young
Adults in Global Mission.

- 2/8 = Pancake breakfast hosted by MVLC-chartered Scouting USA units.
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WORSHIP NOTES
The contents of this Mountain View Lutheran Church worship folder are copyright 2026, all rights reserved.

Texts printed include:
• Some worship content is from Sundays and Seasons [sundaysandseasons.com] 2026 Augsburg Fortress. Used by

permission and under license.
• “Call to Confession,” “Prayer of Confession,” “Declaration of Forgiveness,” “Prayer of the Day,” “Invitation to the

Offering,” and “Blessing” are reprinted by permission of Westminster John Knox Press from Feasting on the WordĮ

Worship Companion 2013.
• “Distribution / Open Communion Table” is by the Iona Community.

Images printed include:
• Front cover, background: detail of photograph, 2019, by Lai Man Nung, unsplash.com/photos/low-angle-view-of-high-

rise-building-iJ-h6mBoASI. Used under the Unsplash License.
• Front cover, foreground: Faroe Islands postage stamp 378, “The Word and the Light,” 2000, by Anker Eli Petersen.

Public domain. Text: John 1:14.

Songs printed include:
• “When Long before Time (The Singer and the Song).” Text: Peter W. A. Davidson. Music: Peter W. A. Davidson; arr.

George Black. Text and tune Peter W. A. Davidson, admin. Augsburg Fortress. Arr. George Black. All rights
reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-709305.

• “When a Star Is Shining.” Text: Sylvia G. Dunstan 1995 GIA Publications, Inc. Music: Bob Moore 2003 GIA
Publications, Inc. All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-709305.

• “We Come to the Hungry Feast.” Text and music: Ray Makeever 1982 Ray Makeever, admin. Augsburg Fortress. All
rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-709305.

• “Word of God, Come Down on Earth.” Text: James Quinn James Quinn, SJ, admin. Selah Publishing Co., Inc.
Music: Johann R. Ahle. All rights reserved.

• “Mourning into Dancing.” Text and music: Tommy Walker 1992 Integrity’s Praise! Music. Used by permission. CCLI
License #11176836.

Worship leaders include:
PREACHER: Pastor Eric Bostrom.
PRESIDERS: Pastor Eric Bostrom, Pastor Andrew Conley-Holcom.
ASSISTING MINISTER: Ken Swanson.
DIRECTOR of MUSIC: Amy Boers.
VIDEOGRAPHER: David Burch.
ALTAR GUILD: Corie Adams/Sandall, Janet Larson, Diana Smith, Sandi Swanson.

MOUNTAIN VIEW LUTHERAN CHURCH
3505 - 122nd Avenue East, Edgewood WA 98372
www.mtviewlutheran.org 253-863-5171


