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creation

forest Sunday, September 6, 2020 • 10:00 a.m.
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In the order of service, the words
that are spoken by a leader are in regular type.

Words spoken by the assembly are in boldface type.

For music, the words in regular type are sung by all,
unless otherwise noted.
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Prelude
“Morning Has Broken” • Larry Shackley

Welcome

Invocation
In the name of the Creator, the fountain of life,
the name of Christ, the pulse of life,
and the name of the Spirit, the breath of life. Amen.

Holy! Holy! Holy!
Earth is filled with God’s presence.

Christ, we come into your presence today
to worship in this sanctuary called Earth,

a planet filled with your presence,
quivering in the forests,
vibrating in the land,
pulsating in the wilderness,
shimmering in the rivers.

God, reveal yourself to us in this place
and show us your face in all creation.

Holy! Holy! Holy!
Earth is filled with God’s presence.
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Opening Hymn • “Canticle of the Sun”
Gather, Third Edition 576
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Call to Worship
We invite the forests to worship with us:

mountain ash and alder,
quivering ferns and glistening moss!

We quiver with the trees as they shake before God:

when tempest and storm hit,
and raging winds invade the forest.

We invite the great trees of the forest to celebrate life:

fir and spruce,
giants of the forest where eagles and squirrels
build their home!

We invite the forest night-life to sing:

ancient owls and timid moths,
frogs and swirling bats!

We join with the fauna of the forest in praising God:

deer and racoon,
butterflies and hawks and rabbits!

We celebrate the song of the forest!

Sing, forest, sing!

We celebrate the song of the forest!

Sing, forest, sing!
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Confession
Today, we remember and confess that we have become alienated
from Earth and that we have violated the forests in our garden planet.

We are sorry.
We have acted without thought,
we have been motivated by self-interest.

We have ignored the destruction of our forests,
the death of old-growth giants
and species breathing their last.

We are sorry.

We are sorry. We are sorry.

Absolution
Christ hears your confession through the cross
and forgives your sins against the forest.

Christ, teach us to love Earth
and return to Earth as our home.

I speak for Christ:
I invite you to come home to Earth
By rejoicing in the forest.

Shalom! Shalom!
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Prayer of the Day
Together, now we pray;

God, our Creator, whose glory fills our planet,
help us to discern your vibrant presence among us,
especially in the mysteries of the forest.

Help us empathize with your forest creatures who are suffering.
Lift our spirits to rejoice with the forest
and all the creatures of the forest.

In the name of Christ,
who reconciles and renews all things in creation.  Amen.

First Reading
A reading from Genesis.

Genesis 2:4b-22
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Second Reading
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles.

Acts 17:22-28
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Gospel Acclamation
Psalm Project: Shout for Joy 11
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Gospel
The Holy Gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.

John 3:1-16
The Gospel of our Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon
“The Story Matters”
Rev. Mike Greenwalt.

Silence for reflection and self-examination.
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Hymn of the Day • “Beautiful Savior”
Evangelical Lutheran Worship 838
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A Creation-Centered Affirmation of Faith
Together, now we affirm our faith.

We believe that God creates,
renews, and celebrates all things.

We believe Earth is a gift, a sanctuary,
a sacred planet filled with God’s presence.

We believe God became flesh and blood,
made of the stuff of the earth,
a human being called Jesus,
who lived and breathed,
suffered and died on a cross,
whose obedience unto death
saves all humanity and all creation.

We believe in the risen Christ,
the heart of all creation who reconciles all things to God,
who renews all creation to the end of the universe.

We believe the Holy Spirit breathes life into all creation,
who groans in empathy with all
who suffer from a broken creation,
who waits with us for the rebirth of a new creation.

We believe that with Christ,
we will rise and with Christ
celebrate together that gift of a new and eternal creation.
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Offering
We give to the Lord of our tithes and offerings.

Ways that you can give electronically:

TEXT
 Text “Give” to 253-292-9599.

 You will be sent a message to (a) text your giving amount
and/or (b) set up recurring giving.

ONLINE via the MVLC WEBSITE
 Visit www.mtviewlutheran.org.

 Hover over the “GIVE” dropbox.

 Choose “Make a Donation via Bank Account”
or “Make a Donation via Credit/Debit Card.”

 Fill out all information on the page
and then click the blue “GIVE” button.

 If you want it to remember your information,
visit “SIGN IN” and create an account.

 NOTE: Online giving is a one-time gift unless you check
“Make this Gift Recurring.”
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Offertory
“My Shepherd Will Supply My Need”
Bill Kohler, saxophone

Offertory Prayer
Let us pray.

Gracious God,
through your loving care
you give us every good gift to share.

Receive our offerings as a sign of our faithfulness.
Make us mindful of and helpful to all those in need.
Teach us again and again to care. Amen.

Sharing the Peace
The peace of the Lord be with you always.

And also with you.
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Prayers of the People
Drawn together in the compassion of God,
we pray for the church, the world, and all those in need.

A brief silence.

At the conclusion of each petition:

Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

All these things and whatever else you see that we need,
we entrust to your mercy; through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
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The Lord’s Prayer
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come,

your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.
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Sending
Christ calls you to be his disciples,
to serve him with love and compassion
and to serve Earth by caring for creation.

We will remember the forest!
We will groan with creation!
We will sing with the trees!

Blessing
The Spirit of God,
who is above all and in all and through all,
fill you with the knowledge of God’s presence in Earth
and the stirring of Christ within you.

Go in peace,
serving Christ and loving Earth!

We go in peace,
serving Christ
and tending Earth!
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Sending Hymn • “The Trees of the Field”
CCLI #20546
Sing twice.
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Postlude

Please register your worship attendance online at
www.mtviewlutheran.org/worshipattendance

Please submit prayer requests online at
www.mtviewlutheran.org/prayerrequest
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Worship Notes
The contents of the Mountain View Lutheran Church worship folder are copyright © 2020,
all rights reserved. Some worship content is from Sundays and Seasons, 2020, Year A,
copyright © 2019 Augsburg Fortress.

Images printed include:
 Front cover: Maple and alder riparian forest, Billy Frank Jr. Nisqually Wildlife Refuge,

Olympia, photograph, 2020, by Troy Kehm-Goins.
 Page 3: Douglas fir and madrone forest, Snake Lake, Tacoma, photograph, 2020, by Troy

Kehm-Goins.
 Page 9: Dash Point State Park, Federal Way, photograph, 2020, by Emily Thompson.
 Page 16: Alder forest, Snake Lake, Tacoma, photograph, 2020, by Troy Kehm-Goins.
 Page 20: “An image of rebirth: a burned forest and abundant lupine blossoms on the

Noble Knob trail near Mount Rainier,” photograph, 2020, by Andy Engelson © 2020
Andy Engelson. Used by permission.

 Back cover: A view of the Columbia River near Bradley State Scenic Viewpoint,
photograph, 2020, by Emily Thompson.

Songs printed include:
 “Canticle of the Sun.” Text: Altissima, omnipotente bon Signore; St. Francis of Assisi;

adapt. by Marty Haugen. Music: Marty Haugen. Text and music © 1980 GIA
Publications, Inc. All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-709305.

 “Creation’s Hallelujah (Psalm 148).” Text and music: Richard Bruxvoort-Colligan © 2010
Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-709305.

 “Beautiful Savior.” Text: Gesangbuch, Münster, 1677; tr. Joseph A. Seiss. Music: Silesian
folk tune, 19th century. Public domain.

 “The Trees of the Field.” Text: Steffi Geiser Rubin. Music: Stuart Dauermann. Text and
music © 1975 Lillenas Publishing Co., admin. The Copyright Company. CCLI License
#11176836.

PREACHER/PRESIDER
Pastor Mike Greenwalt

DIRECTOR of MUSIC MINISTRIES
Susan Bloomfield

LECTOR/CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSES
Jim Hushagen

Mountain View Lutheran Church
3505 - 122nd Ave E, Edgewood WA 98372
253-863-5171 • www.mtviewlutheran.org
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creation
• . .

forest • land • wilderness • river


