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creation

wilderness Sunday, September 20, 2020 • 10:00 a.m.



2

In the order of service, the words
that are spoken by a leader are in regular type.

Words spoken by the assembly are in boldface type.

For music, the words in regular type are sung by all,
unless otherwise noted.
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Prelude

Welcome

Invocation
In the name of the Creator, the fountain of life,
the name of Christ, the pulse of life,
and the name of the Spirit, the breath of life. Amen.

Holy! Holy! Holy!
Earth is filled with God’s presence.

Christ, we come into your presence today
to worship in this sanctuary called Earth,

a planet filled with your presence,
quivering in the forests,
vibrating in the land,
pulsating in the wilderness,
shimmering in the rivers.

God, reveal yourself to us in this place
and show us your face in all creation.

Holy! Holy! Holy!
Earth is filled with God’s presence.
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Opening Hymn • “Christ, Be Our Light”
Evangelical Lutheran Worship 715
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Call to Worship
We invite the wilderness to worship with us:

vast forests and mountain ranges,
crags and slopes.

Let the wild places sing their awe:

Hoh Rainforest and the Enchantments,
they echo God’s glories.

We join with the deep quiet in praise:

call of the elk and hum of the forest,
tremor of mountains and stillness of snow.

We join the song of the wilderness.

Sing, wilderness, sing!

We celebrate the song of the wild!

Sing, wilderness, sing!
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Confession
Today, we remember and confess that we have become alienated
from Earth and have desecrated sites in the wilderness
of our garden planet.

We are sorry.
We have polluted deserts with radioactive waste.
We have consumed more than we need
and heaped up piles of garbage.
We have endangered countless species.
We have destroyed sanctuary wilderness spaces.

We are sorry.

We are sorry. We are sorry.

Absolution
Christ hears your confession through the cross
and forgives your sins against the wilderness.

Christ, teach us to love Earth
and return to Earth as our home.

I speak for Christ:
I invite you to come home to Earth
by rejoicing in the wilderness.

Shalom! Shalom!
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Prayer of the Day
Together, now we pray;

God, our Creator, whose glory fills our planet,
help us to discern your vibrant presence among us,
especially in the rocks, the deserts, the “waste lands,”
and the wild places of our world.

Help us empathize with your creatures who are suffering.
Lift our spirits to rejoice with the wilderness.

In the name of Christ,
who reconciles and renews all things in creation.  Amen.

First Reading
A reading from Exodus.

Exodus 13:17-18, 21-22
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Second Reading
A reading from Isaiah.

Isaiah 43:15-21
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Gospel Acclamation
Psalm Project: Shout for Joy 11
Sing refrain, verse, refrain, refrain.
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Gospel
The Holy Gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Matthew 3:13—4:2
The Gospel of our Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Sermon
Rev. Briana R. Merkle.

Silence for reflection and self-examination.
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Hymn of the Day • “As Your Spirit in the Desert”
Peace, Be Still 60 (text) / Evangelical Lutheran Worship 490 (music)
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A Creation-Centered Affirmation of Faith
Together, now we affirm our faith.

We believe that God creates,
renews, and celebrates all things.

We believe Earth is a gift, a sanctuary,
a sacred planet filled with God’s presence.

We believe God became flesh and blood,
made of the stuff of the earth,
a human being called Jesus,
who lived and breathed,
suffered and died on a cross,
whose obedience unto death
saves all humanity and all creation.

We believe in the risen Christ,
the heart of all creation who reconciles all things to God,
who renews all creation to the end of the universe.

We believe the Holy Spirit breathes life into all creation,
who groans in empathy with all
who suffer from a broken creation,
who waits with us for the rebirth of a new creation.

We believe that with Christ,
we will rise and with Christ
celebrate together that gift of a new and eternal creation.
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Offering
We give to the Lord of our tithes and offerings.

Ways that you can give electronically:

TEXT
 Text “Give” to 253-292-9599.

 You will be sent a message to (a) text your giving amount
and/or (b) set up recurring giving.

ONLINE via the MVLC WEBSITE
 Visit www.mtviewlutheran.org.

 Hover over the “GIVE” dropbox.

 Choose “Make a Donation via Bank Account”
or “Make a Donation via Credit/Debit Card.”

 Fill out all information on the page
and then click the blue “GIVE” button.

 If you want it to remember your information,
visit “SIGN IN” and create an account.

 NOTE: Online giving is a one-time gift unless you check
“Make this Gift Recurring.”
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Offertory
“Precious Memories”
Joan Kohler, flute and Bill Kohler, saxophone

Offertory Prayer
Let us pray.

Gracious God,
through your loving care
you give us every good gift to share.

Receive our offerings as a sign of our faithfulness.
Make us mindful of and helpful to all those in need.
Teach us again and again to care. Amen.

Sharing the Peace
The peace of the Lord be with you always.

And also with you.
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Prayers of the People
Drawn together in the compassion of God,
we pray for the church, the world, and all those in need.

A brief silence.

At the conclusion of each petition:

Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

All these things and whatever else you see that we need,
we entrust to your mercy; through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
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The Lord’s Prayer
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come,

your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.
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Sending
Christ calls you to be his disciples,
to serve him with love and compassion
and to serve Earth by caring for creation.

We will remember the wilderness!
We will groan with creation!
We will celebrate with the creatures of the wild!

Blessing
The Spirit of God,
who is above all and in all and through all,
fill you with the knowledge of God’s presence in Earth
and the stirring of Christ within you.

Go in peace,
serving Christ and loving Earth!

We go in peace,
serving Christ
and tending Earth!
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Sending Hymn • “Spirit of Gentleness”
Evangelical Lutheran Worship 396
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Postlude

Please register your worship attendance online at
www.mtviewlutheran.org/worshipattendance

Please submit prayer requests online at
www.mtviewlutheran.org/prayerrequest



21

Worship Notes
The contents of the Mountain View Lutheran Church worship folder are copyright © 2020,
all rights reserved. Some worship content is from Sundays and Seasons, 2020, Year A,
copyright © 2019 Augsburg Fortress.

Images printed include:
 Front cover: Photograph by Jennifer Preston Chushcoff © 2020 Jennifer Preston

Chushcoff, www.byjenn.com. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
 Page 3: Photograph by Jennifer Preston Chushcoff © 2020 Jennifer Preston Chushcoff,

www.byjenn.com. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
 Page 9: A view of the Columbia River near Bradley Lake Scenic Viewpoint, 2020.

Photograph by Emily Thompson.
 Page 12: Mima Mounds Natural Area Preserve, Olympia, 2020. Photograph by Troy Kehm

-Goins.
 Page 16: Koma Kulshan (Mount Baker) from the Park Butte trail, 2020. Photograph by

Andy Engelson © 2020 Andy Engelson. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
 Page 20: Estuary, Billy Frank Jr. Nisqually National Wildlife Refuge, Olympia, 2020.

Photograph by Troy Kehm-Goins.
 Back cover: Hug Point State Park, Cannon Beach, Oregon Coast, 2020. Photograph by

Troy Kehm-Goins.

Songs printed include:
 “Christ, Be Our Light.” Text and music: Bernadette Farrell © 1993 Bernadette Farrell,

admin. OCP Publications. All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-
709305.

 “Creation’s Hallelujah (Psalm 148).” Text and music: Richard Bruxvoort-Colligan © 2010
Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-709305.

 “As Your Spirit in the Desert.” Text: Susan Cherwien. Music: , French folk tune,
17th cent. All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-709305.

 “Spirit of Gentleness.” Text and music: James K. Manley ©1978 James K. Manley. Used
by permission. CCLI License #11176836.
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Pastor Briana R. Merkle

DIRECTOR of MUSIC MINISTRIES
Susan Bloomfield

LECTOR/CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSES
Pat Clement

Mountain View Lutheran Church
3505 - 122nd Ave E, Edgewood WA 98372
253-863-5171 • www.mtviewlutheran.org
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