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“loved by Yahweh”
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Opening Dialogue
Stay With Us, Lord
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Hymn of Light
Behold, Unveiled the Vesper Skies
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Thanksgiving for Light

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

We praise and thank you, O God,
for you are without beginning and without end.

You made the day for the works of light
and the night for the refreshment of our weakness.

O loving Lord and source of all that is good,
mercifully accept our evening sacrifice of praise.

As you have conducted us through the day
and brought us to night’s beginning,
keep us now in Christ;
grant us a peaceful evening and a night free from sin;
and, at the end,
bring us to everlasting life through Christ our Lord;

through whom we offer glory, honor, and worship
to you in the Holy Spirit,
now and always and forever and ever.

Amen.
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Psalm 141
Let My Prayers Rise Up as Incense

Psalm Prayer

Silence.

O God, from the rising of the sun to its setting  your name is worthy of all 
praise. Let our prayer rise before you as incense, and may the lifting up of 
our hands be as an evening sacrifice, acceptable to you, through your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.
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Reading

The holy gospel according to Luke.

Glory to you, O Lord.

Luke 1:26-56
26 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee 
called Nazareth, 27 to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, 
of the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 28 And he came to her 
and said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.” 29 But she was 
much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this 
might be. 30 The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have 
found favor with God. 31 And now, you will conceive in your womb and 
bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be 
called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the 
throne of his ancestor David. 33 He will reign over the house of Jacob 
forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” 34 Mary said to the angel, 
“How can this be, since I am a virgin?” 35 The angel said to her, “The Holy 
Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will 
overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be 
called Son of God. 36 And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has 
also conceived a son, and this is the sixth month for her who was said to be 
barren. 37 For nothing will be impossible with God.” 38 Then Mary said, 
“Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your 
word.” Then the angel departed from her.

39 In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the 
hill country, 40 where she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted 
Elizabeth. 41 When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child leaped in her 
womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit 42 and exclaimed with 
a loud cry, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your 
womb. 43 And why has this happened to me, that the mother of my Lord 
comes to me? 44 For as soon as I heard the sound of your greeting, the child 
in my womb leaped for joy. 45 And blessed is she who believed that there 
would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her by the Lord.” 
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46 And Mary said,

“My soul magnifies the Lord,
47 and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,

48 for he has looked with favor on the lowly state of his servant.
Surely from now on all generations will call me blessed,

49 for the Mighty One has done great things for me,
and holy is his name;

50 indeed, his mercy is for those who fear him
from generation to generation.

51 He has shown strength with his arm;
he has scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts.

52 He has brought down the powerful from their thrones
and lifted up the lowly;

53 he has filled the hungry with good things
and sent the rich away empty.

54 He has come to the aid of his child Israel,
in remembrance of his mercy,

55 according to the promise he made to our ancestors,
to Abraham and to his descendants forever.”

56 And Mary remained with her about three months and then returned to 
her home. 

The gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.

Homily
Deacon Traci Vatne
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Hymn of the Evening
My Soul Gives Glory
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Gospel Canticle
My Soul Proclaims Your Greatness
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Offering

Prayers

In our waiting and watching, 
we come to you in prayer, O God, 
trusting your promise to renew the church, 
the nations, and the whole creation. 

At the conclusion of each petition:

God of grace,

hear our prayer.
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Concluding Prayers

O Lord, support us all the day long of this troubled life,
until the shadows lengthen and the evening comes
and the busy world is hushed,
the fever of life is over, and our work is done.

Then, Lord, in your mercy, grant us a safe lodging, and a holy rest,
and peace at the last; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Amen.

Let us pray with confidence
in the words our Savior gave us:

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 
  

Give us today our daily bread. 
  

Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those 

who sin against us. 
  

Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 

  

For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 
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Blessing

Let us bless the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

Almighty and merciful God,
the Father, the + Son, and the Holy Spirit,
bless and preserve us.

Amen.


