


As a community following Christ,
we LOVE with an open heart,
GROW with a curious mind,

and SHARE with a generous spirit.

WELCOME TO WORSHIP

* Please turn off all cell phones.

» Ifyou are visiting with us today, we extend to you a particular
welcome and invite your questions and comments.

* Our entire worship service is printed in this worship folder for your
convenience.

» Hearing assistance devices are available in the Narthex.

 Child care is available for children ages 5 years and under in the Child
Care Area, across from the Life Together Hall.

In the order of service, the words
that are spoken by a leader are in regular type.
Words spoken by the assembly are in boldface type.



FOURTH SUNDAY of ADVENT

Sunday, December 21, 2025 = 9:30 a.m.

PRELUDE

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

The congregation is invited to gather around the baptismal font.

SACRAMENT OF HOLY BAPTISM

Baptism of Owen Taji Shephard.
Son of Eric and Janet Shephard.

Baptismal sponsors: Curt Iffrig and Anna Morris Iffrig.

God, who is rich in mercy and love, gives us a new birth into a living hope
through the sacrament of baptism. By water and the Word God delivers us
from sin and death and raises us to new life in Jesus Christ. We are united
with all the baptized in the one body of Christ, anointed with the gift of the
Holy Spirit, and joined in God's mission for the life of the world.



Curt and Anna
We present Owen Taji Shephard for baptism.

Eric and Janet, called by the Holy Spirit,
trusting in the grace and love of God,
do you desire to have Owen baptized into Christ?

Eric and Janet
We do.

As you bring Owen to receive the gift of baptism,
you are entrusted with responsibilities:
to live with him among God's faithful people,
bring him to the word of God and the holy supper,
teach him the Lord's Prayer, the Creed, and the Ten Commandments,
place in his hands the holy scriptures,
and nurture him in faith and prayer,
so that Owen may learn to trust God,
proclaim Christ through word and deed,
care for others and the world God made,
and work for justice and peace.

Do you promise to help Owen grow in the Christian faith and life?

Eric and Janet
We do.



Curt and Anna, do you promise to nurture Owen in the Christian faith
as you are empowered by God’s Spirit, and help him live in the covenant of
baptism and in communion with the church?

Curt and Anna

We do.

People of God, do you promise to support Owen
and pray for him in his new life in Christ?

We do.

PROFESSION OF FAITH

I ask you, as a community following Christ,
to profess your faith in Christ Jesus,
reject sin, and confess the faith of the church.

Do you renounce all evil, every force that undermines the love of God?

We renounce them.

Do you renounce the abusive powers of this world,
the structures of inequality, and the forces
that threaten God’s beloved creation?

We renounce them.

Do you renounce your own participation with these powers,
your own actions and inactions that draw you from God?

We renounce them.



With the whole church, we confess our faith.

Do you believe in God the Father?
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting.

THANKSGIVING AT THE FONT

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over
the waters and by your Word you created the world, calling forth life in
which you took delight. Through the waters of the flood you delivered
Noah and his family, and through the sea you led your people Israel from
slavery into freedom. At the river your Son was baptized by John and
anointed with the Holy Spirit. By the baptism of Jesus' death and
resurrection you set us free from the power of sin and death and raise us

up to live in you.



We give our thanks for the waters of life that surround us and nourish the
earth: for the water of the Puyallup River; for Wapato, Hylebos and Clarks
creeks; for Lake Tapps and the Puget Sound. We rejoice in the
groundwater throughout the Pacific Northwest that fulfills our thirst.
Through the watershed we live in, remind us of your gifts of life.

Pour out your Holy Spirit, the power of your living Word, that those who
are washed in the waters of baptism be given new life. To you be given
honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord, in the unity of the Holy
Spirit, now and forever.

Amen.

BAPTISM

Owen Taji Shephard,

I baptize you in the name of the Father,
and of the Son,

and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.



Congregation sings twice:
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Let us pray.

We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you
give your children new birth, cleanse them from sin, and raise them to
eternal life. Sustain Owen with the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of
wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of
knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence, both

now and forever.
Amen.



Owen Taji Shephard, child of God, you have been sealed
by the Holy Spirit and marked with the cross of Christ forever.

Let your light so shine before others that they may see your good works
and glorify your Father in heaven.

WELCOME

Let us welcome Owen.

We welcome you into the body of Christ and into the mission we
share: join us in giving thanks and praise to God and bearing
God's creative and redeeming word to all the world.

The congregation returns to their seats.



GATHERING HYMN ¢ “ASTORY FOR ALL PEOPLE"

Worship & Praise 2
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GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,
the love of God,

and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all.

And also with you.

Sit.

ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING « “COMETO US"

Gift of God
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Cometous, O Em-man-u-el,
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ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING

Four candles on the Advent wreath are lit.

Blessed are you, O Lord our God, ruler of the universe.

In your Son, Emmanuel,
you have shown us your light
and saved us from the power of sin.

Bless us as we light the candles on this wreath.

Increase our longing for your presence,
that at the celebration of your Son’s birth
his Spirit might dwell anew in our midst,
for he is our light and our salvation.

Blessed be God forever.
A brief pause for silence.
Let us pray.

Eternal God of power and grace,

who comes to us in surprising ways—

in angel appearances, in defeat of enemies,
and in resurrection from the dead—

show us the face of Emmanuel in our time.

Bring us from fear to awe, we pray;
in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.

Amen.
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READING

A reading from the prophet Isaiah.

Isaiah 7:10-16

1°The Lord spoke to Ahaz, saying, * “Ask a sign of the Lord your God; let it
be deep as Sheol or high as heaven.” 2 But Ahaz said, “I will not ask, and I
will not put the Lord to the test.” 3 Then Isaiah said, “Hear then, O house
of David! Is it too little for you to weary mortals that you weary my God
also? 4 Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Look, the young
woman is with child and shall bear a son and shall name him Immanuel.

15 He shall eat curds and honey by the time he knows how to refuse the evil
and choose the good. ® For before the child knows how to refuse the evil
and choose the good, the land before whose two kings you are in dread will
be deserted.”

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION < “MY SOUL IN STILLNESS WAITS"

Hymnal Supplement 1991 724
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GOSPEL

Please stand for the reading of the Gospel.

The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Matthew 1:18-25

8 Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his
mother Mary had been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together,
she was found to be pregnant from the Holy Spirit. ¥ Her husband Joseph,
being a righteous man and unwilling to expose her to public disgrace,
planned to divorce her quietly. 2° But just when he had resolved to do this,
an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph, son of
David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child conceived
in her is from the Holy Spirit. 2 She will bear a son, and you are to name
him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” 22 All this took place
to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet:

23 “Look, the virgin shall become pregnant and give birth to a son,

and they shall name him Emmanuel,”

which means, “God is with us.” 2 When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did
as the angel of the Lord commanded him; he took her as his wife 25 but had
no marital relations with her until she had given birth to a son, and he
named him Jesus.

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sit.

CHILDREN'S SERMON + SERMON
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Stand.

HYMN OF THE DAY « “NO WIND AT THE WINDOW”

All Creation Sings 906
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PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH

In our waiting and watching,

we come to you in prayer, O God,

trusting your promise to renew the church,
the nations, and the whole creation.

At the conclusion of each petition:
God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Draw near to us, O God,

as we commend all for whom we pray,
trusting in your mercy

through Jesus Christ, Emmanuel.

Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

Sit.
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INVITATION TO THE OFFERING

All that we have is the Lord’s.
All that we may become and receive is in God’s hands.

For the sake of the joy that is ours
when our bonds grow deep with other,
let us give generously for the well-being of the world.

You can participate in the Offering electronically
by scanning the QR code and filling out the online form.

OFFERING

“Carol for Advent” « by Don Besig
Joan Kohler, flute; Debbie Hushagen, keyboard; Amy Boers, piano
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OFFERTORY RESPONSE ¢ “GOD OF JUSTICE EVER FLOWING"

Sing! A New Creation 101
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OFFERING PRAYER

Nourishing God,
you are water in the wilderness and streams in the desert.

Through this meal, satisfy our parched places,
that we may rejoice and be for the world
signs of your kingdom come.

Amen.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Lord, remember us in your kingdom
and teach us to pray:

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.
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COMMUNION

Here is life. God is with us.
Come, receive what God has promised.

Sit.

DISTRIBUTION

We are here because Jesus has called us—
strangers and friends, locals and visitors,
believers and doubters, the certain and the curious.

It is always a mixed company that Jesus gathers
and invites to his table where, in bread and wine,
he meets us and through him, we are joined to each other.

So come,
not because you understand,
but because you are understood.

Come,
not because of how you feel,
but because God has food for you.

Come,

not because you deserve a place,
but because Jesus invites you,
just as you are.

If you need an alcohol-free element or a gluten-free element, then please
let your server know.

If you are unable to come forward for communion, then please let an
usher know and you will be served where you are seated.
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LAMB OF GOD

With One Voice, Light of Christ
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Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin of the world; grant us peace.
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COMMUNION SONG = “CREATOR OF THE STARS OF NIGHT"

Andrew Bruhn

MVLC Choir

COMMUNION HYMN < “COME NOW, O GOD"
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COMMUNION HYMN = “ALL EARTH IS HOPEFUL”

Evangelical Lutheran Worship 266
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COMMUNION HYMN = “PEOPLE, LOOK EAST”

With One Voice 626
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

God our host,
at this table you have fed us with joy and gladness.

Send us forth, eager to share the feast,
welcome the stranger,
and bear good fruit in the name of Jesus.

Amen.

DEACON SENDING

Deacons are called to “make Christ
and his redemptive love known by word and example.” (1 Timothy)

Such love is expressed in the extension of Holy Communion
to those who are homebound or hospitalized.

Gracious God,

as Mary set out to visit Elizabeth before she gave birth to her
son, bless those who go forth to share your word and sacrament
with our sisters and brothers who are sick or homebound. In
your love and care, nourish those to whom we bring this
communion, that through the body and blood of your Son we
may all know the hope of your promised coming in Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen.

BLESSING

Bless the Lord with all your soul,
and may the blessing of God be with you.

Amen.
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SENDING HYMN - “jOY TO THE WORLD"

Evangelical Lutheran Worship 267
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SENDING

Go in peace. Keep awake.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

WORSHIP NOTES

The contents of this Mountain View Lutheran Church worship folder are copyright @ 2025, all rights reserved.

Texts printed include:

Some worship content is from Sundays and Seasons [sundaysandseasons.com] & 2025 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission and under license.

“Call to Confession,” “Prayer of Confession,” “Declaration of Forgiveness,” “Prayer of the Day,” “Invitation to the Offering,” and “Blessing” are reprinted by
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“Distribution / Open Communion Table” is by the lona Community.
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“All Earth Is Hopeful.” Text: Alberto Taulé; tr. Madeleine Forell Marshall. Music: Alberto Taulé. Spanish text and tune @ 1993 and tr. @ 1995 Centro de
Pastoral Litargica, admin. OCP Publications. All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-709305.

“People, Look East.” Text: Eleanor Farjeon @ Miss E. Farjeon Will Trust, by Permission of David Higham Associates. Music: French carol; arr. Barry Rose i
1999 Novello & Co. Ltd., London. Used by permission. CCLI License #11176836.

“Joy to the World!” Text: Issac Watts. Music: English melody, 18th Century; arr. George Frederick Handel. Public domain.

“Lamb of God” is from “Holy Communion: Light of Christ, Setting 4” from With One Voice @ 1995 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission of Augsburg
Fortress under license #15515-LIT.

Worship leaders include:

PREACHER: Pastor Eric Bostrom.

PRESIDERS: Pastor Eric Bostrom, Deacon Traci Vatne.
ASSISTING MINISTER: David Cowan.

DI

RECTOR of MUSIC: Amy Boers.

VIDEOGRAPHER: David Burch.
ALTAR GUILD: Flora Larson, Janet Larson, Diane Nelson, Karen Slavens.

USHERS: Skip Harrison (head usher), Diane Nelson, Ryan Riley, Michelle Schweikl.
GREETERS: Tom Fairchild, Deborah VanderLey.

LECTOR: Marlene Wright.

COMMUNION ASSISTANTS: Janice Harrison, Charlotte Thompson.

SOUND: Beth Ann Johnson.
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