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I will cause a
r i g h t e o u s
Branch to
spring up for
David. And this
is the name by
which it will
be called: “The
Lord is our
righteousness.”
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In the order of service, the words
that are spoken by a leader are in regular type.

Words spoken by the assembly are in boldface type.

Instructions for in-person worship.
 Keep your mask on at all times, except when receiving communion.
 Enjoy the presence of one another as we “speak the peace,” wave, smile,

make the sign of the Cross. Please do not embrace, hug, kiss, or elbow-
bump anyone but for immediate family members you are seated with.

 Please do not attend worship if you are currently sick with any of the
following symptoms: fever, cough, sore throat, shortness of breath,
nausea, or diarrhea.

 Please do not attend worship if you had close personal contact with
anyone who has been diagnosed or is awaiting test results for
COVID-19 in the past 14 days.

 Notify the Church Office if you receive a positive COVID-19 test result
within 7 days of attending a worship service. Your name will be kept
anonymous unless required for reporting to the Department of Health.



3

First Sunday of Advent

Sunday, November 28, 2021 • 8:15 a.m. and 10:45 a.m.

Prelude

Welcome and Announcements
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Gathering Song • “Advent Gathering Song”
GIA Editions #G-4131

Cantor sings refrain; then all repeat.
Cantor sings verses; congregation sings refrain.

For the Lord of creation will… Refrain.

Oh the son of Mary will… Refrain.

See God’s marvelous deeds and… Refrain.

For God chose us, and so we will… Refrain.

For the angel proclaims he will… Refrain.

As the servants of God we… Refrain.
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Confession and Forgiveness
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism,
as the presiding minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,
who alone does wonders,
who lifts up the lowly,
who fills the hungry with good things.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin, trusting in the tender mercy of our God.

Silence is kept for reflection.

God for whom we wait,
in the presence of one another,
we confess our sin before you.
We fail in believing that your good news is for us.
We falter in our call to tend your creation.
We find our sense of self in material wealth.
We fear those different from ourselves.
We forget that we are your children
and turn away from your love.
Forgive us, Blessed One,
and assure us again of your saving grace.
Amen.

God, in Christ Jesus, has looked with favor upon you!
Through the power of the Holy Spirit,
+ your sins are forgiven.
You are children of the Most High,
inheritors of the eternal promise,
and recipients of divine mercy.
God strengthens you anew to follow the way of peace.
Amen.
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Hymn of Praise • “Creator of the Stars of Night”
Evangelical Lutheran Worship 245
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Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,
the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with your all.
Amen.

Prayer of the Day
Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come.
By your merciful protection
alert us to the threatening dangers of our sins,
and redeem us for your life of justice,
for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
Amen.
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Advent Wreath Reading
One of the most familiar customs of Advent is the lighting of the candles
on an evergreen wreath. The glowing and growing light in the midst of
growing darkness draws on biblical images. The unbroken circle of
“forever greens” is seen as an image of everlasting life, as victory over
death, as the crown of Jesus Christ, as the wheel of time itself. Christians
make use of the wreath as a sign that Christ breaks into our time to lead
us into the light of everlasting life.

The four candles mark the four weeks of Advent and the growth of life
amid growing darkness that cannot and will not overcome the light. In
many homes, families gather for prayer around the wreath’s lit candles.

Blessed are you, God of Joseph and Mary,
for your promise to transform weapons of war
into implements of planting and harvest,
into instruments of peace.

Blessed are you for your promise
that our long night of sin is far gone
and your day of our salvation is ever-dawning.

As we light the first candle,
wake us from our slumber and silence,
wrap us in your light, empower us to live justly,
and guide us always along the path of peace.

O household of Mary, come,
walk into the light of Jesus our Lord. Amen.
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Reading Response • “He Came Down”
This Far by Faith 37

First Reading
A reading from the prophet Jeremiah.

Jeremiah 33:14-16
The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will fulfill the promise I
made to the house of Israel and the house of Judah. In those days and at
that time I will cause a righteous Branch to spring up for David; and he
shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. In those days Judah will
be saved and Jerusalem will live in safety. And this is the name by which it
will be called: “The Lord is our righteousness.”

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Psalm 25 • “Remember Your Mercy, Lord”
This Far by Faith 37

Cantor sings refrain; then all repeat.
Cantor sings verses; congregation sings refrain.

I want to know your ways, O Lord;
Lord, teach me your paths.

As you teach me your truth you lead me:
my God, my salvation.

Refrain.

Remember your mercy, Lord my God,
your mercy and your endless love.

Forgive the sins and errors of my youth.
In your love remember me,
your constant love and goodness.

Refrain.

The Lord is righteous, the Lord is good.
He brings back the wayward to his path.

He guides the meek, the gentle,
and the humble in his ways.

Refrain.
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Second Reading
A reading from the first letter to the Thessalonians.

1 Thessalonians 3:9-13
How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy that we feel
before our God because of you? Night and day we pray most earnestly that
we may see you face to face and restore whatever is lacking in your faith.

Now may our God and Father himself and our Lord Jesus direct our way to
you. And may the Lord make you increase and abound in love for one
another and for all, just as we abound in love for you. And may he so
strengthen your hearts in holiness that you may be blameless before our
God and Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his saints.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Gospel Acclamation • “Halle, Halle, Hallelujah”
This Far by Faith 25
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Gospel
The Holy Gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Luke 21:25-36
[Jesus said:] “There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and
on the earth distress among nations confused by the roaring of the sea and
the waves. People will faint from fear and foreboding of what is coming
upon the world, for the powers of the heavens will be shaken. Then they
will see ‘the Son of Man coming in a cloud’ with power and great glory. Now
when these things begin to take place, stand up and raise your heads,
because your redemption is drawing near.”

Then he told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree and all the trees; as soon
as they sprout leaves you can see for yourselves and know that summer is
already near. So also, when you see these things taking place, you know that
the kingdom of God is near. Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass
away until all things have taken place. Heaven and earth will pass away, but
my words will not pass away. “Be on guard so that your hearts are not
weighed down with dissipation and drunkenness and the worries of this
life, and that day catch you unexpectedly, like a trap. For it will come upon
all who live on the face of the whole earth. Be alert at all times, praying that
you may have the strength to escape all these things that will take place,
and to stand before the Son of Man.”

The Gospel of our Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon
Pastor Briana R. Merkle.
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Hymn of the Day • “Come by Here”
This Far by Faith 43
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Apostles’ Creed
Together, we confess our faith.

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
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Prayers of the Church
In this season of watching and waiting,
let us pray for all people and places
that yearn for God’s presence.

A brief silence.

At the conclusion of each petition:

Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

God of new life
you come among us in the places we least expect.
Receive these prayers and those of our hearts,
in the name of Jesus.
Amen.

Sharing of the Peace
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.
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Offering
We give to the Lord of our tithes and offerings.

You can mail an offering to:

Mountain View Lutheran Church
3505 - 122nd Ave E
Edgewood WA 98372

You can give electronically:

ONLINE via the MVLC WEBSITE
 Visit www.mtviewlutheran.org.
 Hover over the “GIVE” dropbox.
 Choose “Make a Donation via Bank Account”

or “Make a Donation via Credit/Debit Card.”
 Fill out all information on the page

and then click the blue “GIVE” button.
 If you want it to remember your information,

visit “SIGN IN” and create an account.
 NOTE: Online giving is a one-time gift unless you check

“Make this Gift Recurring.”

For those worshiping in person, you are invited to leave your offering in
the offering plates located in the side aisles as you come forward for Holy
Communion.
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Offertory • “The Promise”
Don Neptun

Part 1: cantor; part 2: congregation.

 1

 1

 2
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Offering Prayer
Together, we pray.
God of our waiting and watching,
we offer the gifts of our hearts and our lives
to the service of all your people.
Prepare the way before us
as we meet you in this simple meal,
through Christ Jesus, our pathway and our peace.
Amen.

Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

We give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right and good
that we should everywhere and always
give thanks and praise to you,
almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ.
You comforted your people
with the promise of the Redeemer,
through whom you will also make all things new
in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn.
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Sanctus • “Holy, Holy, Holy”
Lead Me, Guide Me 475
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Words of Institution

Lord’s Prayer
Lord, remember us in your kingdom
and teach us to pray:
Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those
who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

What does this mean?
That I should be certain that such petitions
are acceptable to be heard by our Father in heaven,
for God commanded us to pray like this
and has promised to hear us.
“Amen, amen” means
“Yes, yes, it is going to come about just like this.”

Communion
Come to Christ’s banquet.
Feast on God’s gift of grace.
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Distribution
All baptized Christians are welcome to receive the body and blood of Jesus
Christ. If you are unable to come forward for communion, then please let
an usher know and you will be served where you are seated.

If gluten-free wafers are required for health reasons, then please ask the
pastor serving communion for a wafer.

Lamb of God • “Lamb of God”
by Tillis Butler
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Communion Song • “My Lord, What a Morning”
Evangelical Lutheran Worship 438
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Communion Song • “The People Walk”
Evangelical Lutheran Worship 706
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Prayer after Communion
Most High God,
you have come among us at this table.
By the Spirit’s power, form us to be bearers of your word,
sharing gifts of mercy and grace with all,
through Christ Jesus, our host and our guest.
Amen.

Deacon Sending
Deacons are called to “make Christ
and his redemptive love known by word and example.”

Such love is expressed in the extension of Holy Communion
to those who are homebound or hospitalized,
and often lonely as well.

Gracious God,
in your love and care, nourish and strengthen those to whom we bring
this communion, that through the body and blood of your Son we may all
know the hope of your promised coming in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Blessing
The God of hope
fill us with all joy and peace in believing,
so that we may abound in hope
by the power of the Holy Spirit,
through Christ Jesus for whom we wait.
So it is, and so it is to be forever. Amen!
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Sending Hymn • “Keep Your Lamps Trimmed and Burning”
All Creation Sings 949
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Sending
Go in peace. Christ is near.
Thanks be to God.

Postlude

Worship Attendance
For those participating in worship from home,
please register your worship attendance online at
www.mtviewlutheran.org/worshipattendance
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Worship Notes
The contents of this Mountain View Lutheran Church worship folder are copyright © 2021, all rights reserved. Some worship content
is from Sundays and Seasons, 2021, Year B, copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress.

Images printed include:
 Front cover: Cropped and colored version of photograph, 2018, by Blake Weyland, unsplash.com/photos/RGFntcLI8Go. Public

domain via Unsplash. Jeremiah 33:15, 16.

Songs printed include:
 “Advent Gathering Song.” Text and music: James J. Chepponis © 1995 GIA Publications, Inc. All rights reserved. Reprinted under

OneLicense.net #A-709305.
 “Creator of the Stars of Night.” Text: Latin hymn, 9th cent.; tr. Hymnal 1940 © 1940 Church Pension Fund. Music: Plainsong

mode IV. All rights reserved.  Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-709305
 “He Came Down.” Text: Cameroon traditional. Music: Cameroon traditional; arr. John L. Bell. Arr. © 1986 Iona Community,

admin. GIA Publications, Inc. All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-709305.
 “Halle, Halle, Hallelujah.” Music: Caribbean traditional; arr. Mark Sedio © 1995 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted

under OneLicense.net #A-709305.
 “Come by Here.” Text: traditional. Music: K  Y , traditional. Used with permission. Reprinted under LicenSing Online

#621694.
 “The Promise.” Text and music: Don Neptun © 2021 Don Neptun. Used by permission.
 “Holy, Holy, Holy.” Music: Mass No. 2 in E♭, Avon Gillespie © 1987 GIA Publications, Inc. All rights reserved. Reprinted under

OneLicense.net #A-709305.
 “Lamb of God.” Text: International Consultation on English Texts. Music: Tillis Butler and James Harris, Detroit Folk Mass ©

1986 Fortress Press. All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-709305.
 “My Lord, What a Morning.” Text: African American spiritual. Music: B , African American spiritual. Public domain.
 “The People Walk.” Text: Juan A. Espinosa; tr. Martin A. Seltz. Music: Juan A. Espinoza. Text and music © 1972, 1988 Juan A.

Espinoza, admin. OCP Publications. All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-709305.
 “Keep Your Lamps Trimmed and Burning.” Text and music: African American spiritual. Public domain.

Worship leaders include:

Both services
 PREACHER: Pastor Briana Merkle.
 PRESIDER: Pastor Kim Latterell.
 WORSHIP ASSISTANT: Kevin Dahl.
 DIRECTOR of MUSIC MINISTRIES: Brenna Sage.
 VIDEOGRAPHER: David Burch.
 ALTAR GUILD: Diksha Knierim, Janet Larson, Karen Lonn.

8:15 a.m.
 USHERS: Gary Larson, Ken Swanson (head usher), Sandi Swanson.
 GREETER: Pat Clement.
 ACOLYTE: Dutcher Adams.
 COMMUNION ASSISTANTS: Flora Larson, Genie Lennon.
 LECTOR: Pat Clement.
 CANTOR: Amy Fuller.
 SOUND: Beth Ann Johnson.

10:45 a.m.
 USHERS: Mark Cantrell (head usher), Ken Edmonds, Bob Yost.
 GREETER: Diane Nelson.
 ACOLYTE: Dane Olson.
 COMMUNION ASSISTANTS: Barb Egan, Ellen Leapaldt.
 LECTOR: Jim Hushagen.
 CANTOR: Glenn Petersen.
 SOUND: Beth Ann Johnson.

MOUNTAIN VIEW LUTHERAN CHURCH
3505 - 122nd Avenue East, Edgewood WA 98372
www.mtviewlutheran.org • 253-863-5171
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Upcoming Events in Life Together

Advent Midweeks • “In Darkness and Light”
Wednesday evenings (December 1, 8, 15) • 6:30 p.m. • Life Together Hall
We gather for a meal, fellowship, and worship. This year’s Advent
Midweeks will combine the three, all centered around the table.

Adult Education • “The Gospel of Luke: Secure in God’s Promise”
Sunday mornings • 9:30 a.m. • Life Together Hall
With the season of Advent we begin a new year in the Church calendar. We
are entering Year C of the Lectionary, meaning that over the next year we’ll
primarily be hearing readings from Luke’s Gospel during worship. To help
us best hear this Gospel in its unique witness and to best see its
implications for our lives, we gather for a time of overview and study of
Luke’s major themes. We’ll spend time looking at the historical context that
informs our hearing of Luke, some of the stories and parables unique to
Luke, and how Luke’s messiah story continues to unfold. This class will be
offered by MVLC pastors on Sundays 11/28, 12/5, and 12/12 at 9:30 a.m. in
the Life Together Hall.
 11/28 Introduction to the Gospel of Luke.
 12/5 Introduction to the Gospel of Luke.
 12/12 Introduction to the Gospel of Luke.

Rock Ministry • “Advent Adventures”
Sunday mornings • 9:30 a.m. • Education Building
Rock Ministry kids and youth (2 years old through 12th grade) and their
families gather for some Advent special events.
 11/28 “Nativity creche” craft.
 12/5 Cookies and trimmings; Rock families decorate

the MVLC Christmas tree in the Sanctuary.
 12/12 Christmas boxes for Tacoma Seafarers.


