Rejoice and exult with all your heart!
Rejoice in the lord always; again I will say, Rejoice.
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In the order of service, the words
that are spoken by a leader are in regular type.
Words spoken by the assembly are in boldface type.

Instructions for in-person worship.
 Keep your mask on at all times, except when receiving communion.
 Enjoy the presence of one another as we “speak the peace,” wave, smile,
make the sign of the Cross. Please do not embrace, hug, kiss, or elbowbump anyone but for immediate family members you are seated with.
 Please do not attend worship if you are currently sick with any of the
following symptoms: fever, cough, sore throat, shortness of breath,
nausea, or diarrhea.
 Please do not attend worship if you had close personal contact with
anyone who has been diagnosed or is awaiting test results for
COVID-19 in the past 14 days.
 Notify the Church Office if you receive a positive COVID-19 test result
within 7 days of attending a worship service. Your name will be kept
anonymous unless required for reporting to the Department of Health.
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Third Sunday of Advent
Sunday, December 12, 2021 • 8:15 a.m. and 10:45 a.m.

Prelude

Welcome and Announcements
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Gathering Song • “Advent Gathering Song”
GIA Editions #G-4131

Cantor sings refrain; then all repeat.
Cantor sings verses; congregation sings refrain.

For the Lord of creation will… Refrain.
Oh the son of Mary will… Refrain.
See God’s marvelous deeds and… Refrain.
For God chose us, and so we will… Refrain.
For the angel proclaims he will… Refrain.
As the servants of God we… Refrain.
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Confession and Forgiveness
Restore us again, O God of our salvation.
Put away your indignation toward us.
Will you be angry with us forever, to all generations?
Revive us again so that we rejoice in you.
Show us your steadfast love, O Lord,
and grant us your salvation.
God speaks peace to his people,
to his faithful, to those who turn to him in their hearts.
His saving love is at hand for those who trust him.
In Jesus’ name your sin is forgiven,
your spirit renewed, and your life made new.
Amen.
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Hymn of Praise • “Open Your Ears, O Faithful People”
Evangelical Lutheran Worship 519

6

Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,
the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all.
Amen.

Prayer of the Day
Surely God, you are our salvation.
In you we trust and will not be afraid.
You Lord are our strength and our might.
You comfort us and have become saving grace to us.
We call upon your name and give you our thanks.
Amen.
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Advent Wreath Reading
One of the most familiar customs of Advent is the lighting of the candles
on an evergreen wreath. The glowing and growing light in the midst of
growing darkness draws on biblical images. The unbroken circle of
“forever greens” is seen as an image of everlasting life, as victory over
death, as the crown of Jesus Christ, as the wheel of time itself. Christians
make use of the wreath as a sign that Christ breaks into our time to lead
us into the light of everlasting life.
The four candles mark the four weeks of Advent and the growth of life
amid growing darkness that cannot and will not overcome the light. In
many homes, families gather for prayer around the wreath’s lit candles.
Blessed are you, God of Mary,
God of might and mercy,
for your promise to make deserts rejoice in blossom,
to watch over strangers,
to set prisoners free.
As we light three candles,
satisfy our hungers with your good gifts,
open our eyes to the great and gracious things
you have done for us and for all,
and fill us with patient expectation
until the coming again of our Lord Jesus Christ.
O ransomed of the Lord, O people set free, come,
journey into God’s holy and compassionate way
with singing and celebration! Amen.
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Reading Response • “He Came Down”
This Far by Faith 37
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First Reading
A reading from the prophet Zephaniah.

Zephaniah 3:14-20
Sing aloud, O daughter Zion;
shout, O Israel!
Rejoice and exult with all your heart,
O daughter Jerusalem!
The Lord has taken away the judgments against you,
he has turned away your enemies.
The king of Israel, the Lord, is in your midst;
you shall fear disaster no more.
On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem:
Do not fear, O Zion;
do not let your hands grow weak.
The Lord, your God, is in your midst,
a warrior who gives victory;
he will rejoice over you with gladness,
he will renew you in his love;
he will exult over you with loud singing
as on a day of festival.
I will remove disaster from you,
so that you will not bear reproach for it.
I will deal with all your oppressors
at that time.
And I will save the lame
and gather the outcast,
and I will change their shame into praise
and renown in all the earth.
At that time I will bring you home,
at the time when I gather you;
for I will make you renowned and praised
among all the peoples of the earth,
when I restore your fortunes
before your eyes, says the Lord.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Isaiah 12:2-6 • “Cry Out with Joy and Gladness”
Lyric Psalter, Year C

Cantor sings refrain; then all repeat.
Cantor sings verses; congregation sings refrain.

See, God is my salvation!
I will trust and will not be afraid,
for the Lord is my strength and my praise,
and he has been my salvation.
With joy will you draw water
from the springs of salvation. Refrain.
Give thanks to the Lord,
invoke his name;
make known among the peoples his deeds;
proclaim that his name is exalted. Refrain.
Sing to the Lord for he has wrought wonders;
let this be known through all the earth.
Shout aloud and sing praise,
shout aloud and sing praise, you who dwell in Zion,
for great in your midst
is the Holy One of Israel. Refrain.
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Second Reading
A reading from the letter to the Philippians.

Philippians 4:4-7 • Sermon Text
Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let your gentleness be
known to everyone. The Lord is near. Do not worry about anything, but in
everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests
be made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation • “Halle, Halle, Hallelujah”
This Far by Faith 25
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Gospel
The Holy Gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Luke 3:15-18
As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their
hearts concerning John, whether he might be the Messiah, John answered
all of them by saying, “I baptize you with water; but one who is more
powerful than I is coming; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his
sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing
fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into
his granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” So, with
many other exhortations, he proclaimed the good news to the people.
The Gospel of our Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon
“…your ‘to do’ list…”
Pastor Kim Latterell.
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Hymn of the Day • “When a Star Is Shining”
All Creation Sings 915
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Apostles’ Creed
Together, we confess our faith.
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
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Prayers of the Church
In this season of watching and waiting,
let us pray for all people and places
that yearn for God’s presence.
A brief silence.
At the conclusion of each petition:
Do not be afraid, nor let your hands go weak.
With gladness, renew us Lord in your love.
God of new life
you come among us in the places we least expect.
Receive these prayers and those of our hearts,
in the name of Jesus.
Amen.

Sharing of the Peace
The peace of the Lord is with you always.
And also with you.
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Service of Farewell and Godspeed
A church family is always changing. Loved ones are born into it and loved
ones come to the end of their lives as a part of it. Individuals come and go
as church life changes. It is important to recognize these times of passage,
of relationships shared, of endings and new beginnings.
Today we celebrate the gifts Pastor Kim Latterell has shared with us as
Interim Pastor. Pastor Kim leaves to retire once more and enjoy time with
Sharon and family.
Hear Apostle Paul’s words from Ephesians:
Each of us is given grace according to the measure of Christ’s gift. The
gifts he gave were that some would be apostles, some prophets, some
evangelists, some pastors and teachers, to equip the saints for the work
of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, until all of us come to the
unity of faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to maturity, to the
full measure of the full stature of Christ.
Pastor Kim, you have proclaimed to us the gospel of our Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ, instructed us from God’s Word, and guided us into a new
chapter of life at Mountain View Lutheran. We have deeply appreciated the
leadership and pastoral care you have given to us in this time of transition
and pandemic.
Pastor Kim
Thank you all for the care, support, and partnership you have shown me
during this time of ministry together. I am grateful for the way I have
been received and ask forgiveness for any mistakes I have made.
Pastor Kim, we receive your thankfulness, offer our forgiveness,
and appreciate your desire to retire. We are grateful for the time
and the work you have shared with us and know that your
influence on our faith and faithfulness will remain with us as you
take leave.
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Pastor Kim
Thank you. I trust that our time together has been fruitful and pleasing to
God. I encourage you in your anticipation of new and renewed ministries
as you move forward into God’s ever-unfolding plan and purposes for
you.
Let us pray.
Gracious God, you have bound us together for a time as interim
pastor and people to work for your church in this place. We are
grateful, thankful, and blessed by the ministries we have shared.
Now, we pray, be with Pastor Kim and Sharon, and be with us as
we step apart and into new opportunities. Amen.
We give you thanks, Lord, for cherished memories and commend one
another into your care as we each move in new directions. Keep us united
in your love and in Jesus Christ our Lord, now and forever.
Amen.
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Offering
We give to the Lord of our tithes and offerings.
You can mail an offering to:
Mountain View Lutheran Church
3505 - 122nd Ave E
Edgewood WA 98372
You can give electronically:
ONLINE via the MVLC WEBSITE







Visit www.mtviewlutheran.org.
Hover over the “GIVE” dropbox.
Choose “Make a Donation via Bank Account”
or “Make a Donation via Credit/Debit Card.”
Fill out all information on the page
and then click the blue “GIVE” button.
If you want it to remember your information,
visit “SIGN IN” and create an account.
NOTE: Online giving is a one-time gift unless you check
“Make this Gift Recurring.”

For those worshiping in person, you are invited to leave your offering in
the offering plates located in the side aisles as you come forward for Holy
Communion.
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Offertory • “The Promise”
Don Neptun

Part 1: cantor; part 2: congregation.
1

2

1
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Offering Prayer
Together, we pray.
Lord, you give what is good, that our land will yield an increase,
enough for us to share with generous hearts.
Your gifts of steadfast love, faithfulness, righteousness,
and peace make a path for our feet to follow where you lead.
Amen.

Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
We give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right and good
that we everywhere and always
give thanks and praise to you,
almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ.
You comforted your people
with the promise of the Redeemer,
through whom you will also make all things new
in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn.
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Sanctus • “Holy, Holy, Holy”
Lead Me, Guide Me 475, “Mass No. 2 in E♭”
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Words of Institution

Lord’s Prayer
Lord, remember us in your kingdom
and teach us to pray:
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

Communion
Come to Christ’s banquet.
Feast on God’s gift of grace.
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Distribution
All baptized Christians are welcome to receive the body and blood of Jesus
Christ. If you are unable to come forward for communion, then please let
an usher know and you will be served where you are seated.
If gluten-free wafers are required for health reasons, then please ask the
pastor serving communion for a wafer.

Lamb of God • “Lamb of God”
by Tillis Butler
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Communion Song • “O Lord, How Shall I Meet You”
Evangelical Lutheran Worship 241
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Communion Song • “We Are Waiting for Jesus”
All Creation Sings 905
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Prayer after Communion
Jesus, having fed us this meal of forgiveness, now help us to bear fruit
worthy of repentance. From our plenty, move us to share with those who
have little to none. As we have been fed and clothed with Jesus’ love and
forgiveness, move us to share such gifts with all who need such grace.
Amen.

Deacon Sending
Deacons are called to “make Christ
and his redemptive love known by word and example.”
Such love is expressed in the extension of Holy Communion
to those who are homebound or hospitalized,
and often lonely as well.
Gracious God,
in your love and care, nourish and strengthen those to whom we bring
this communion, that through the body and blood of your Son we may all
know the hope of your promised coming in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Blessing
Do not worry about anything, but in everything, by thankful prayer, let your
requests be made known to God. And let your gentleness be made known to
everyone.
Amen.
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Sending Hymn • “People, Look East”
Evangelical Lutheran Worship 248
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Sending
The peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, guard your hearts
and your minds in Christ Jesus.
Thanks be to God.

Postlude

Worship Attendance
For those participating in worship from home,
please register your worship attendance online at

www.mtviewlutheran.org/worshipattendance
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Worship Notes
The contents of this Mountain View Lutheran Church worship folder are copyright © 2021, all rights reserved. Some worship content is from Sundays
and Seasons, 2021, Year B, copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress.
Images printed include:

Front cover: “Our Paschal Candle,” photograph, 2007, by Alan Creech, flickr.com/photos/adcreech/502706966 [CC BY-NC-ND 2.0 (flickr.com/
photos/adcreech/502706966)]. Amalgamation of Zephaniah 3:14 and Philippians 4:4.
Text sources include:

Confession, Psalm 85; Prayer of the Day, Isaiah 12:2; Prayers of the Church response, Zephaniah 3; Offering Prayer, Psalm 85; Prayer after
Communion, Luke 3; Blessing, Philippians 4; and Sending, Philippians 4.
Songs printed include:

“Advent Gathering Song.” Text and music: James J. Chepponis © 1995 GIA Publications, Inc. All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net
#A-709305.

“Open Your Ears, O Faithful People.” Text: Hasidic traditional; English text, Willard F. Jabusch © 1966, 1984 Willard F. Jabusch. Music: Hasidic
tune; arr. With One Voice, 1995 © 1995 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-709305.

“He Came Down.” Text: Cameroon traditional. Music: Cameroon traditional; arr. John L. Bell. Arr. © 1986 Iona Community, admin. GIA
Publications, Inc. All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-709305.

“Halle, Halle, Hallelujah.” Music: Caribbean traditional; arr. Mark Sedio © 1995 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted under
OneLicense.net #A-709305.

“Cry Out with Joy and Gladness.” Text: Isaiah 12:2-3, 4bcd, 5-6. English trans. of the psalm response from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997
ICEL. Verses © 2008 Conception Abbey, Inc., admin. GIA Publications, Inc. Music: Marty Haugen © 2012 GIA Publications, Inc. All rights
reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-709305.

“When a Star Is Shining.” Text: Sylvia G. Dunstan © 1995 GIA Publications, Inc. Music: Bob Moore © 2003 GIA Publications, Inc. All rights
reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-709305.

“The Promise.” Text and music: Don Neptun © 2021 Don Neptun. Used by permission.

“Holy, Holy, Holy.” Music: Mass No. 2 in E
Avon Gillespie © 1987 GIA Publications, Inc. All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net
#A-709305.

“Lamb of God.” Text: International Consultation on English Texts. Music: Tillis Butler and James Harris, Detroit Folk Mass © 1986 Fortress
Press. All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-709305.

“O Lord, How Shall I Meet You.” Text: Paul Gerhardt. Music: Johann Crüger. Public domain.

“We Are Waiting for Jesus.” Text and music: John Helgen © 2013 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A709305.

“People, Look East.” Text: Eleanor Farjeon © Miss E. Farjeon Will Trust, by Permission of David Higham Associates. Music: French carol; arr.
Barry Rose © 1999 Novello & Co. Ltd., London. Used by permission. CCLI License #11176836.
Worship leaders include:
Both services

PREACHER: Pastor Kim Latterell.

PRESIDER: Pastor Briana Merkle.

WORSHIP ASSISTANT: Barry Johnsrud.

DIRECTOR of MUSIC MINISTRIES: Brenna Sage.

VIDEOGRAPHER: David Burch.

ALTAR GUILD: Flora Larson, Diane Nelson, Karen Slavens.
8:15 a.m.

USHERS: Fred Albert (head usher), Janice Harrison, Skip Harrison.

GREETER: Betsy Tunstall.

COMMUNION ASSISTANTS: Lori Neptun, Gloria Ratcliffe.

LECTOR: John Petersen.

CANTOR: Amy Fuller.

SOUND: Don Neptun.
10:45 a.m.

USHERS: Ken Johnson, Terry Johnson, Erik Knierim (head usher).

GREETER: Cathy Kostelecky.

ACOLYTE: Parker Thornton.

COMMUNION ASSISTANTS: Mary Beth Dahl, Diksha Knierim.

LECTOR: Bob Linden.

CANTOR: Ellen Leapaldt.

SOUND: Megan Hutton.

MOUNTAIN VIEW LUTHERAN CHURCH

3505 - 122nd Avenue East, Edgewood WA 98372
www.mtviewlutheran.org • 253-863-5171
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Upcoming Events in Life Together
Adult Education • “The Gospel of Luke: Secure in God’s Promise”
Sunday, December 12, 2021 • 9:30 a.m. • Life Together Hall
To help us best hear the Gospel of Luke in its unique witness and to best see
its implications for our lives, we gather for a time of overview and study of
Luke’s major themes. This week, we explore “Jesus’ Gift” as found in Luke
20:27-40; Luke 24:36-52/Acts 1:6-11, 21-22.
Rock Ministry • “Advent Adventures”
Sunday, December 12, 2021 • 9:30 a.m. • Gym
Rock Ministry kids and youth (2 years old through 12th grade) and their
families gather to assemble Christmas boxes for Tacoma Seafarers.
Advent Midweeks • “In Darkness and Light”
Wednesday, December 15, 2021 • 6:30 p.m. • Life Together Hall
We gather around the table for Advent midweek worship, which is also a
meal (dinner and Holy Communion) and a time of fellowship.
Worship • Christmas Eve
Friday, December 24, 2021 • 7:00 p.m. and 10:00 p.m. • Sanctuary
Join us as we celebrate the Nativity and Incarnation of Our Lord with
prayers, proclamation, Christmas hymns, and Holy Communion.
Worship • First Sunday of Christmas
Sunday, December 26, 2021 • 9:30 a.m. • Sanctuary
Join us for in-person and online worship for the First Sunday of Christmas.
Please note there is only one worship service on this particular Sunday.
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