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Service of Light
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Evening Hymn
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Evening Thanksgiving
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It is right to give God

thanks and praise.

Leader: Blessed are you, Creator of the universe— from old you have led
your people by night and day. May the light of your Christ make
our darkness bright, for your Word and your presence are the light
of our pathways, and you are the light and life of all creation.
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Psalm 141

The leader sings Group One lines. The congregation is invited to sing
either Group One or Group Two lines.
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Prayer

May our prayers come before you, O God, as incense,
and may your presence surround and fill us,

so that in union with all creation,
we might sing your praise and your love in our lives.

Amen.



First Reading

A reading from Numbers.

Numbers 11:4-23

The rabble among them had a strong craving; and the Israelites also wept again, and said,
“If only we had meat to eat! We remember the fish we used to eat in Egypt for nothing,
the cucumbers, the melons, the leeks, the onions, and the garlic; but now our strength is
dried up, and there is nothing at all but this manna to look at.” Now the manna was like
coriander seed, and its color was like the color of gum resin. The people went around and
gathered it, ground it in mills or beat it in mortars, then boiled it in pots and made cakes
of it; and the taste of it was like the taste of cakes baked with oil. When the dew fell on the
camp in the night, the manna would fall with it. Moses heard the people weeping
throughout their families, all at the entrances of their tents. Then the Lord became very
angry, and Moses was displeased. So Moses said to the Lord, “Why have you treated your
servant so badly? Why have I not found favor in your sight, that you lay the burden of all
this people on me? Did I conceive all this people? Did I give birth to them, that you
should say to me, ‘Carry them in your bosom, as a nurse carries a sucking child,” to the
land that you promised on oath to their ancestors? Where am I to get meat to give to all
this people? For they come weeping to me and say, ‘Give us meat to eat!’ I am not able to
carry all this people alone, for they are too heavy for me. If this is the way you are going to
treat me, put me to death at once—if I have found favor in your sight—and do not let me
see my misery.”

So the Lord said to Moses, “Gather for me seventy of the elders of Israel, whom you know
to be the elders of the people and officers over them; bring them to the tent of meeting,
and have them take their place there with you. I will come down and talk with you there;
and I will take some of the spirit that is on you and put it on them; and they shall bear the
burden of the people along with you so that you will not bear it all by yourself. And say to
the people: Consecrate yourselves for tomorrow, and you shall eat meat; for you have
wailed in the hearing of the Lord, saying, ‘If only we had meat to eat! Surely it was better
for us in Egypt.’ Therefore the Lord will give you meat, and you shall eat. You shall eat not
only one day, or two days, or five days, or ten days, or twenty days, but for a whole
month—until it comes out of your nostrils and becomes loathsome to you—because you
have rejected the Lord who is among you, and have wailed before him, saying, ‘Why did
we ever leave Egypt?”” But Moses said, “The people I am with number six hundred
thousand on foot; and you say, ‘I will give them meat, that they may eat for a whole
month’! Are there enough flocks and herds to slaughter for them? Are there enough fish
in the sea to catch for them?” The Lord said to Moses, “Is the Lord’s power limited? Now
you shall see whether my word will come true for you or not.”

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Second Reading

A reading from Deuteronomy.

Deuteronomy 8:1-16

This entire commandment that I command you today you must diligently observe, so
that you may live and increase, and go in and occupy the land that the Lord promised
on oath to your ancestors. Remember the long way that the Lord your God has led you
these forty years in the wilderness, in order to humble you, testing you to know what
was in your heart, whether or not you would keep his commandments. He humbled
you by letting you hunger, then by feeding you with manna, with which neither you
nor your ancestors were acquainted, in order to make you understand that one does
not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes from the mouth of the Lord. The
clothes on your back did not wear out and your feet did not swell these forty years.
Know then in your heart that as a parent disciplines a child so the Lord your God
disciplines you. Therefore keep the commandments of the Lord your God, by walking
in his ways and by fearing him. For the Lord your God is bringing you into a good
land, a land with flowing streams, with springs and underground waters welling up in
valleys and hills, a land of wheat and barley, of vines and fig trees and pomegranates, a
land of olive trees and honey, a land where you may eat bread without scarcity, where
you will lack nothing, a land whose stones are iron and from whose hills you may mine
copper.

You shall eat your fill and bless the Lord your God for the good land that he has given
you. Take care that you do not forget the Lord your God, by failing to keep his
commandments, his ordinances, and his statutes, which I am commanding you today.
When you have eaten your fill and have built fine houses and live in them, and when
your herds and flocks have multiplied, and your silver and gold is multiplied, and all
that you have is multiplied, then do not exalt yourself, forgetting the Lord your God,
who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery, who led you
through the great and terrible wilderness, an arid wasteland with poisonous snakes
and scorpions. He made water flow for you from flint rock, and fed you in the
wilderness with manna that your ancestors did not know, to humble you and to test
you, and in the end to do you good.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Sermon

Rev. Briana R. Merkle.

Silence for meditation.

The Light shines in the darkness
and the darkness has not overcome it.

The Annunciation

An angel went from God to a town called Nazareth
to a woman whose name was Mary.

The angel said to her, “Rejoice, O highly favored, for God is with you.

You shall bear a child, and his name shall be Jesus,
the Chosen One of God Most High.”

And Mary said, “I am the servant of my God, I live to do your will.”



The Magnificat
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Litany and Prayers
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Help us, com-fort us, all of our days:
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Keep_ us, hold — us, gra - cious God,

Great and merciful God, Source and Ground of all goodness and life,
give to your people the peace that passes all understanding,

and the will to live your Gospel of mercy and justice,

through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

God, remember us in your love, and teach us to pray:

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name.
Your Kingdom come: your will be done on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil.
For the Kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.
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Final Blessing
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Sending

Go in peace.
Thanks be to God.



Offering

We give to the Lord of our tithes and offerings.

You can mail an offering to:

Mountain View Lutheran Church
3505 - 122nd Ave E
Edgewood WA 98372

Ways that you can give electronically:

TEXT
Text “Give” to 253-292-9599.

You will be sent a message to (a) text your giving amount
and/or (b) set up recurring giving.

ONLINE via the MVLC WEBSITE
Visit www.mtviewlutheran.org.
Hover over the “GIVE” dropbox.

Choose “Make a Donation via Bank Account”
or “Make a Donation via Credit/Debit Card.”

Fill out all information on the page
and then click the blue “GIVE” button.

If you want it to remember your information,
visit “SIGN IN” and create an account.

NOTE: Online giving is a one-time gift unless you check
“Make this Gift Recurring.”



Worship Notes

The contents of the Mountain View Lutheran Church worship folder are copyright © 2020,
all rights reserved. Some worship content is from Sundays and Seasons, 2021, Year B,
copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress.

Images printed include:

. Front cover: “The Histories,” India ink, Sharpie marker, and pencil on YUPO
Translucent watercolor paper on 6” x 6” cardboard, 2020, by Troy Kehm-Goins.
The challenge was to reimagine the 2020 Stewardship theme of “Living Hope: Past,
Present, Future” for the Advent midweek worship services. I wanted some
continuity between the three weeks, while also maintaining and individual “feel”
and story for each particular week.

“The Histories” derives its name from Greek historian Herodotus. The illustration
is an attempt to capture the flavor of the history of the books of the Old Testament.
The colors of sepia and vermilion capture the notions of memory and bloodshed
that fill that history, while the circular forms act as a frame for God to hang those
histories upon. The twelve colored wedges symbolize the twelves tribes of Israel as
well as hours on a clock face.

Songs printed include:
“Procession,” “Evening Hymn,” Evening Thanksgiving,” “Psalm 141,” “The
Annunciation,” “The Magnificat,” “Litany and Prayers,” and “Final Blessing” are
from Holden Evening Prayer. Text and music: Marty Haugen © 1990, 2016 by GIA
Publications, Inc.
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