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jazz
noun. A type of music of US black origin,
characterized by its use of improvisation,
syncopated phrasing, and a regular
or forceful rhythm.

Ascension
of Our Lord
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vespers
noun. The sixth of the daytime canonical
hours of prayer, originally appointed for
the early evening; evening prayers or
devotions.
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What is Vespers?

Vespers is the traditional name given to the daily, early evening service of
the Church. The word comes from the Latin for “evening,” and the words
“Vespers” and “Evening Prayer” are used interchangeably.

One of the hallmarks of this service is the use of Psalm 141 (which is also
used in Holden Evening Prayer). The Psalm text in verse 2, “Let my prayer
rise up as incense before you, and the lifting of my hands as an evening
sacrifice,” recollects the sacrifice of incense offered every evening in the
Temple at Jerusalem.

Jazz in Church?

Jazz Vespers was started in the 1960’s by Pastor John Gensel of St. Paul’s
Lutheran Church, New York City.

In 1932, John Gensel heard Duke Ellington play at Berwick, Pennsylvania
and fell in love with jazz. After moving to New York in 1956, John Gensel
began frequenting local jazz clubs; the jazz community had often worked
late hours on Saturday nights, making it difficult to attend Church on
Sunday mornings; Rev. Gensel wanted to create a service which would
allow their participation, and created Jazz Vespers. In 1965, Rev. Gensel
was named full-time Minister to the Jazz Community; initially Jazz
vespers were held at various locations including Central Synagogue.

In 1968, jazz ministry had become fully established in Saint Peter's
Lutheran Church, on Lexington Avenue in New York City. Jazz musicians
including Duke Ellington, Thelonious Monk, John Coltrane, Dizzy
Gillespie, Miles Davis, Charles Mingus, Billy Strayhorn attended and
played regularly at Jazz vespers.

Jazz Vespers services have continued across the country, and with them, an
interest in the use of Sacred Jazz music in other church services. I
personally love jazz music, and with so many talented musicians at
Mountain View, have wanted to offer a jazz service here for a long time. I
hope you find our Jazz Vespers a worshipful experience and embrace the
chance to see God in a new way.

Blessings,

Susan Bloomfield
Director of Music Ministries
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Prelude
“Easter Chant” • Charity Putnam

Opening Dialogue
L Jesus Christ is the light of the world,
C the light no darkness can overcome.

L Stay with us, for it is evening,
C and the day is almost over.

L Let your light scatter the darkness
C and illumine your church.

Y
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Hymn of Light • “O Radiant Light”
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Thanksgiving for Light
L The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.

L Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C It is right to give God thanks and praise.

LWe give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning
you called light into being,
and you set the lights in the sky to govern the night and day.
In a pillar of cloud by day
and a pillar of fire by night
you led your people to freedom.
Enlighten our darkness by the light of your Christ;
may your Word be a lamp to our feet and a light to our path;
for you are merciful, and you love your whole creation,
and with all your creatures we give you glory,
through your Son Jesus Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
now and forever.

C Amen.

X
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Psalmody
“Let My Prayer Rise (Psalm 141)” • Deanna Witkowski
MVLC Sacred Jazz Ensemble

Let my prayer rise before you as incense;
the lifting of my hands as the ev'ning sacrifice.

O lord, o my Lord, I call to you.
Won't you come to me, come to me quickly;
hear my voice when I call to you.

Let my prayer rise before you as incense;
the lifting of my hands as the ev'ning sacrifice.
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Reading
L A reading from the Acts of the Apostles.

Acts 1:1-11
[Luke writes:] In the first book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus did
and taught from the beginning until the day when he was taken up to
heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles
whom he had chosen. After his suffering he presented himself alive to them
by many convincing proofs, appearing to them during forty days and
speaking about the kingdom of God. While staying with them, he ordered
them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait there for the promise of the
Father. “This,” he said, “is what you have heard from me; for John baptized
with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days
from now.”

So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, is this the time
when you will restore the kingdom to Israel?” He replied, “It is not for you
to know the times or periods that the Father has set by his own authority.
But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and
you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the
ends of the earth.” When he had said this, as they were watching, he was
lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. While he was going and
they were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood
by them. They said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up toward
heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come
in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.”

L The Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
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Gospel
L The Holy Gospel according to Luke.
CGlory to you, O Lord.

Luke 24:44-53
[Jesus said to the eleven and those with them], “These are my words that I
spoke to you while I was still with you—that everything written about me in
the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be fulfilled.” Then he
opened their minds to understand the scriptures, and he said to them,
“Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on
the third day, and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be
proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. You are
witnesses of these things. And see, I am sending upon you what my Father
promised; so stay here in the city until you have been clothed with power
from on high.”

Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and, lifting up his hands, he blessed
them. While he was blessing them, he withdrew from them and was carried
up into heaven. And they worshiped him, and returned to Jerusalem with
great joy; and they were continually in the temple blessing God.

L The Gospel of our Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.
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Gospel Canticle • “My Soul Doth Magnify”



11

Prayers of the Church
LUplifted by the promised hope of healing and resurrection, we join the

people of God in all times and places in praying for the church, the
world, and all who are in need.

L Lord, in your mercy,
C hear our prayer.

LO God, you have called your servants to ventures of which we cannot see
the ending, by paths as yet untrodden, through perils unknown. Give us
faith to go out with good courage, not knowing where we go, but only
that your hand is leading us and your love supporting us; through Jesus
Christ our Lord.

C Amen.

M
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The Lord’s Prayer
L Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

COur Father in heaven,

hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come,

your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

Blessing
L Let us bless the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

L The peace of God, which surpasses all understanding,
keep our hearts and our minds in Christ Jesus.

C Amen.
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Sending Hymn • “Alleluia! Sing to Jesus”
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Postlude
“Amazing Grace” • by Jim Martinez

U
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Worship Notes
The contents of the Mountain View Lutheran Church worship folder are copyright ©
2020, all rights reserved. Some worship content is from Sundays and Seasons, 2020,
Year A, copyright © 2019 Augsburg Fortress.

Images printed include:
 Front cover: “Ascension of Our Lord,” photograph of stained glass, 2014, by Fr

Lawrence Lew, O.P., flickr.com/photos/paullew/26737442122 [CC BY-NC-ND 2.0
(creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/2.0)].

Songs printed include:
 “O Radiant Light.” Copyright Presbybob Music, used with permission.
 “Let My Prayer Rise.” Copyright Deanna Witkowski, used with permission.
 “My Soul Magnifies the Lord.” Text and music: Grayson Warren Brown © 1992

Grayson Warren Brown, admin. OCP Publications. All rights reserved. Reprinted
under OneLicense.net #A-709305.

 “Alleluia! Sing to Jesus.” Text: William C. Dix. Music: Rowland H. Prichard. Public
domain.

WORSHIP LEADER
Bob Linden

CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSES
Troy Kehm-Goins

VIDEO
Phil Edlund

DIRECTOR of MUSIC MINISTRIES
Susan Bloomfield

MVLC SACRED JAZZ ENSEMBLE
Amy Fuller, vocals
Debbie Hushagen, keyboard
Jim Hushagen, jazz guitar
Bill Kohler, sax and bass
Joan Kohler, flute
Don Neptun, drums, bass, trumpet
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Ways that you can financially support
the mission and ministry of Mountain View Lutheran Church:

TEXT
 Text “Give” to 253-292-9599.

 You will be sent a message to (a) text your giving amount
and/or (b) set up recurring giving.

ONLINE via the MVLC WEBSITE
 Visit www.mtviewlutheran.org.

 Hover over the “GIVE” dropbox.

 Choose “Make a Donation via Bank Account”
or “Make a Donation via Credit/Debit Card.”

 Fill out all information on the page
and then click the blue “GIVE” button.

 If you want it to remember your information,
visit “SIGN IN” and create an account.

 NOTE: Online giving is a one-time gift unless you check
“Make this Gift Recurring.”
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Did you worship with us
online for Ascension?

Please record your attendance at

www.mtviewlutheran.org/worshipattendance

i
Do you have a prayer request?

Send a prayer request to
the MVLC Church Office at

www.mtviewlutheran.org/prayerrequest

l
Mountain View Lutheran Church

3505 - 122nd Avenue East, Edgewood WA 98372

253-863-5171 • www.mtviewlutheran.org

www.facebook.com/mtviewlutheran


