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Greetings M. View friends,

| wonder if sone of you have started going back to
school in-person now? O maybe you are still waiting
for that to happen. Things are uncertain and al ways
changi ng right now — which is really hard!

Do you renmenber Paul ? That Christian guy | told you
about who |ived hundreds of years ago and was one of
Jesus’ earliest followers? He wrote lots of letters to
the early Christian church to encourage them In one

|l etter to the Philippian people, he wote:

“Beloved.. forgetting what lies behind and straining
forward to what |ies ahead, | press on toward the goal
for the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ
Jesus.”

Sonetinmes Paul used a | ot of words to say sonething
pretty sinple. He is basically saying that if we trust
I n God then we have what we need to keep going,

especi ally when things are tough.

———— | Did you know that Paul was thrown in prison
several tinmes for his beliefs? He was also in a
shi pweck or two. And he was often
bullied for his beliefs and his work.

But he kept going. Wiat do you think hel ped
hi m keep going through it all? Talk with your
fam |y about that for a m nute.




Paul faced a |ot of hard things in his life. But he
believed that the | ove of Jesus Christ strengthened and
enpowered himto face anyt hing.

| wonder, what is sonething difficult or scary you have
faced recently?

Maybe it was starting school online this year that was
real ly hard.

Maybe goi ng back to school in-person scares you.

Maybe you haven’t been able to see some of your family
or friends because of Covid.

These are all hard things! So i1t’s good that we have
soneone like Paul to remnd us that with the | ove of
Jesus in our hearts, we can face anyt hing.

So keep going! Press onward! And remember.. Christ
strengt hens you for all good and | oving things.

Until next tine, the love and strength of Jesus Chri st
be with you,

Pastor Bri



