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Epl stl es

1 Thessal onians 1.7

ME -

To the kids of M. View, grace to you and peace.

The days are getting colder, night-tine cones faster,
and the | eaves are changing colors! | amrem nded of
how long it has been since | last saw you. Did you
know that 1 keep you In my prayers, even when | don’t
see you? | pray for your health. | pray that you are
doi ng okay with | ots of changes at school. And nost of
all, | pray that you renenber your faith in God and
can be an exanple of it to others.

You m ght not think of yourself as an exanpl e that
others can look up to.. but I think you are!

For exanpl e, have you ever received an award at
school ? Sonetines awards are given to kids
who have read a | ot of books, or to kids
who are really good at hel ping others, or
to kids who are very respectful and
courteous. Your teachers give out these
awards to set an exanple of good behavior.

| wonder, what type of exanple m ght we

make an award for at church? Maybe for people
who help at the Food Bank or Community center
alot, giving their tine to serve others. O
maybe for people who are al ways praying for
ot her people. O maybe for people who are

al ways wlling to forgive others.

Forgiveness

award




These aren’t always the same things we would make
exanpl es of at school. But they are exanples that are a
|l ot Ii ke how Jesus |lived, and so how we are supposed to
live as Jesus foll owers.

In one of his letters, Paul challenged the people of a
town cal l ed Thessal onica (Thess-a-1one-ica) to be “an
example” to other people. It reminds me of that saying:
““actions speak louder than words.” Often, we best share
our faith by being exanples of it: being kind and

hel pful to others, forgiving soneone for a w ong,
standing up for others, and giving fromwhat we have to
make sure everyone has food, shelter, and clothing.

Talk with your famly about what you have done recently
to be an example of faith to others. If you can’t think
of anything recent, maybe you can brainstorm an i dea of
what you can do to serve God and nei ghbor, and so be an
example of Jesus’ great love.

Shal om
Pastor Bri



