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As a community following Christ,
we LOVE with an open heart
GROW with a curious mind
and SHARE with a generous spirit.

Please turn off all cell phones.

If you are visiting with us today, we extend to you a particular welcome
and invite your questions and comments.

Our entire worship service is printed in this worship folder for your
convenience.

Hearing assistance devices are available in the Narthex.

Child care is available for children ages 5 years and under in the Child
Care Area, across from the Life Together Hall.

In the order of service, the words
that are spoken by a leader are in regular type.

Words spoken by the assembly are in boldface type.
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 201
GARDEN of EDEN
Sunday, September 10, 2023 • 8:15 a.m. and 10:45 a.m.

Stand.



4

True Vine Music / Michael A. Schmid
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The pastor declares the absolution over instrumental music.

You take us back to the water. You wash away our sins.
You welcome us, O Father, back to your home again.
You bless your sons and daughters.
Now let the feast begin, let it begin.

Lord, your mercy covers me.
Lord, your mercy has set me free.
You’ve forgiven me today, and my sins are washed away,
by the cross and empty grave for my soul.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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• “BREATHE ON US, BREATH OF GOD”
All Creation Sings 941

Let us pray.

Holy Creator,
you created women and men
in your own image
to till the earth
and to help one another.
Give us hearts to continue tending
to all that you have made
so that the earth will sustain life
for generations to come.
Amen.

Sit.
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• “ALLELUIA”
Evangelical Lutheran Worship • Holy Communion, Setting Eight

whistle along

whistle along
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A reading from the book of Genesis.

Genesis 2:4b-25
In the day that the L God made the earth and the heavens, 5when no
plant of the field was yet in the earth and no herb of the field had yet sprung
up—for the L God had not caused it to rain upon the earth, and there
was no one to till the ground; 6but a stream would rise from the earth, and
water the whole face of the ground— 7then the L God formed man from
the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and
the man became a living being.

8And the L God planted a garden in Eden, in the east; and there he put
the man whom he had formed. 9Out of the ground the L God made to
grow every tree that is pleasant to the sight and good for food, the tree of
life also in the midst of the garden, and the tree of the knowledge of good
and evil. 10A river flows out of Eden to water the garden, and from there it
divides and becomes four branches. 11The name of the first is Pishon; it is
the one that flows around the whole land of Havilah, where there is
gold; 12and the gold of that land is good; bdellium and onyx stone are
there. 13The name of the second river is Gihon; it is the one that flows
around the whole land of Cush. 14The name of the third river is Tigris,
which flows east of Assyria. And the fourth river is the
Euphrates. 15The L God took the man and put him in the garden of
Eden to till it and keep it.

16And the L God commanded the man, “You may freely eat of every tree
of the garden; 17but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall
not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall die.”
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A reading from the book of Genesis.

Genesis 2:4b-25
18Then the L God said, “It is not good that the man should be alone; I
will make him a helper as his partner.” 19So out of the ground the L God
formed every animal of the field and every bird of the air, and brought them
to the man to see what he would call them; and whatever the man called
every living creature, that was its name. 20The man gave names to all cattle,
and to the birds of the air, and to every animal of the field; but for the man
there was not found a helper as his partner.

21So the L God caused a deep sleep to fall upon the man, and he slept;
then he took one of his ribs and closed up its place with flesh. 22And the rib
that the L God had taken from the man he made into a woman and
brought her to the man. 23Then the man said, “This at last is bone of my
bones and flesh of my flesh; this one shall be called Woman, for out of Man
this one was taken.” 24Therefore a man leaves his father and his mother and
clings to his wife, and they become one flesh. 25And the man and his wife
were both naked, and were not ashamed.

’  +
Pastor Briana Merkle.

Pastor Eric Bostrom.

Stand.



10

• “MORNING HAS BROKEN”
Evangelical Lutheran Worship 556
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Together, let us confess our faith.

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
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Remembering the caring and generous works of God,
we pray for the church, creation,
and the needs of our neighbors.

At the conclusion of each petition:

Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

Remember us according to your steadfast love
as we offer these and the prayers of our heart,
trusting in your compassion
made known through Jesus Christ.
Amen.

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

Sit.
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God’s beautiful creation overflows with water, sunlight,
and the rich, dark soil to grow our food.
When we share the fruits of this earth, there is more than enough for all:
there is a table of plenty set by a God who loves every one of us.
At this table, all are fed and still there are gifts
overflowing into the world God loves.
Our giving supports this ministry that God is growing stronger each day.
Let us gather our gifts together
and offer them to God in gratitude and praise.

You can participate in the Offering electronically
by scanning the QR code and filling out the online form.

“Turn the World Around”
MVLC Sanctuary Choir.

Stand.
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• “BE THANKFUL”
Lutheran Summer Music 2023

God of power, God of plenty,
all things belong to you.
We bring your gifts to the table,
that all might be fed.
Form us into the body of your Beloved,
Jesus Christ our Savior.
Amen.
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The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right,
our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times
and in all places
give thanks and praise to you,
almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ;
who on this day overcame
death and the grave,
and by his glorious resurrection
opened to us the way
of everlasting life.

And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth
and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name
and join their unending hymn:
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• “HOLY, HOLY, HOLY”
Evangelical Lutheran Worship • Holy Communion, Setting Eight
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’
Lord, remember us in your kingdom
and teach us to pray:

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those
who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.
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Jesus invites you to this table.
Come, eat and live.

Sit.

At Mountain View Lutheran Church we practice an open communion
table, which means that everyone is welcome to receive the body and
blood of Jesus Christ. (You don’t have to be a member of MVLC.)

If you need an alcohol-free element or a gluten-free element, then please
let your server know.

If you are unable to come forward for communion, then please let an
usher know and you will be served where you are seated.

This is the table, not of the Church, but of Jesus Christ.
It is made ready for those who are loved by God,
whether you feel loved or not.
It is for those who desire to grow in love with God.
So come, you who have much faith and you who have little.
You who have been here often
and you who have not been for a long time or ever before.
Come, you who have tried to follow
and you who live with a sense of failure in your following.
Come, not because the Church invites you;
it is Christ who invites you to be known and fed and loved here.
Please come. Receive the gifts of God for all the people of God.
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• “LAMB OF GOD”
Evangelical Lutheran Worship • Holy Communion, Setting Eight
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• “THIS IS CHRIST’S BODY”
All Creation Sings 967
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• “LOAVES WERE BROKEN, WORDS WERE SPOKEN”
All Creation Sings 966



22

• “WELCOME TABLE”
All Creation Sings 969

Stand.
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Blessed be your name, O God,
for we have feasted on your Word,
Christ Jesus, the joy and delight of our hearts.
Strengthened by this food,
send us as a community following Christ,
to LOVE with an open heart,
GROW with a curious mind,
and SHARE with a generous spirit.
In Jesus’ name we pray.
Amen.

Gracious God,
you took the form of a servant,
offering yourself as food, comfort, and strength
to a sick and hurting world.
Anoint with a servant heart
those who take your word and sacrament
to our siblings in their homes and in hospitals.
Grant grace, mercy, healing, and hope to those
who feast on your body and blood
and receive your words of new life.
May we all recognize that we have a place and a home
in the body of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Amen.
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• “SEND ME, LORD”
Evangelical Lutheran Worship 809
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Go in peace. God is at work in you.
Thanks be to God.

Flowers on the altar today
are given to the glory of God
by Nils and Julie Luckman
in memory of Julie’s mother Linda Cook
and Nils’s father Stewart Luckman.
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The contents of this Mountain View Lutheran Church worship folder are copyright © 2023, all rights reserved.

Texts printed include:
 Some worship content is from Sundays and Seasons [sundaysandseasons.com], 2023, Year A, copyright © 2022 Augsburg

Fortress. Used by permission and under license.
 Some worship content is from Narrative Lectionary 2022-23 [narrativelectionary.com], 2023, copyright © 2023 Working

Preacher/Luther Seminary. Used by permission.
 The Offering Invitation is from “Offering Invitations, Sundays in Ordinary Time,” written by Rev. Kathryn Matthews Huey,

Minister for Covenantal Stewardship, Stewardship and Church Finances Ministry Team in Local Church Ministries of the United
Church of Christ. Copyright © 2008. Permission granted to reproduce or adapt this material for use in services of worship or
church education. All publishing rights reserved.

 “Great Thanksgiving” and “Preface” are from “Holy Communion, Setting Eight,” as found in Evangelical Lutheran Worship ©
2006 by Augsburg Fortress, an imprint of 1517 Media, Publishing House of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. Used by
permission of Augsburg Fortress under license #15515-LIT.

Images printed include:
 Front cover: “Beauty Won’t Take Over Your Entire Garden,” papercut seed packets and dried lacy phacelia on 8½” x 11” inch copy

paper, 2023, by Troy Kehm-Goins.

Songs printed include:
 “Confession.” Words and music by Michael A. Schmid © 2008 Michael A. Schmid c/o True Vine Music. Used by permission. CCLI

License #11176836.
 “Breathe on Us, Breath of God.” Text and music: Patrick G. Michaels © 2014 Hope Publishing Company. All rights reserved.

Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-709305.
 “Morning Has Broken.” Text: Eleanor Farjeon © Miss E. Farjeon Will Trust, admin. David Higham Associates. Music: Gaelic

tune; arr. hymnal version © 2006 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-709305.
 “May the Peace of Christ (Be Thankful).” Text: Colossians 3:15-17, alt. Music: Anne Krentz Organ. Text and music © 2023 Anne

Krentz Organ. Used by permission.
 “This Is Christ’s Body.” Text and music: Anne Krentz Organ © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted under

OneLicense.net #A-709305.
 “Loaves Were Broken, Words Were Spoken.” Text: Herman G. Stuempfle Jr. © 2006 GIA Publications, Inc. Music: Marty Haugen

© 1987 GIA Publications, Inc. All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-709305.
 “Welcome Table.” Text: African American spiritual. Music: African American Spiritual; arr. Mark Hayes. Arr. © 2003 Augsburg

Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-709305.
 “Send Me, Lord/Thuma mima.” Text: South African traditional; tr. Freedom Is Coming, 1984. Music: South African traditional;

tr. Freedom Is Coming. Tr. and arr. © 1984 Utryck, admin. Walton Music Corp. All rights reserved. Reprinted under
OneLicense.net #A-709305.

 “Gospel Acclamation,” “Sanctus,” and “Lamb of God” are from Evangelical Lutheran Worship © 2006 by Augsburg Fortress, an
imprint of 1517 Media, Publishing House of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. Used by permission of Augsburg
Fortress under license #15515-LIT.

Worship leaders include:

Both services
 PREACHER: Pastor Eric Bostrom.
 PRESIDER: Pastor Briana Merkle.
 ASSISTING MINISTER: Ken Swanson.
 DIRECTOR of MUSIC MINISTRIES: Brenna Sage.
 VIDEOGRAPHER: David Burch.
 ALTAR GUILD: Diksha Knierim, Sandy Knierim, Angela Machumu, Dotty Shireman.

8:15 a.m.
 USHERS: Fred Albert (head usher), Skip Harrison, Gary Larson, Sandi Swanson.
 GREETER: Flora Larson.
 LECTOR: Diane Tyler.
 COMMUNION ASSISTANTS: Jeanne Anderson, Lori Neptun.
 SOUND: Gene Quandt.

10:45 a.m.
 USHERS: Ken Johnson, Terry Johnson, Erik Knierim (head usher).
 GREETER: Diksha Knierim.
 ACOLYTES: Alison Hutton, Colin Hutton.
 LECTOR: Ken Edmonds.
 COMMUNION ASSISTANTS: Corie Adams, Barb Egan.
 SOUND: Megan Hutton.

MOUNTAIN VIEW LUTHERAN CHURCH
3505 - 122nd Avenue East, Edgewood WA 98372
www.mtviewlutheran.org • 253-863-5171
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• •
Parent Meeting for MVLC Youth
TODAY at 12 noon in the Library
Learn about fall events for 8th-12th grade youth and the ELCA National
Youth Gathering in 2024.

Prayer Shawl Ministry
Thursday, September 14 • 10:00 a.m. in the Library
MVLC’s Prayer Shawl Ministry’s purpose it so share God’s love with others
by creating shawls that can be given to our members, their family and
friends, and non-members, comforting a person suffering pain or grief.
This group will meet on the second Thursday of each month. If you have
any questions, then please contact Barb Egan at
barbandedegan@comcast.net.

Worship and Service Retreat / Acolyte Training
Sunday, September 17 • 12 noon to 2:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall
This Rock Ministry retreat is for 3rd, 4th, and 5th graders and their
parents, and includes lunch, learning about worship leader roles and those
that kids and youth can serve in, and acolyte training. Please RSVP to
Pastor Bri at bmerkle@mtviewlutheran.org.

Women’s Bible Study
Thursday, September 21 • 9:30 a.m. in the Library
Women’s Bible Study returns from its summer vacation! All women of the
congregation and their friends are welcome to attend this pastor-led Bible
study. This study will continue to meet on the first and third Thursdays of
each month. If you have any questions, then please contact Barb Edmonds
at edmondsbk@comcast.net.

Men’s Bible Study and Breakfast
Saturday mornings • 7:00 a.m. in the Chapel Basement
All men of the congregation and their friends are welcome to attend this
member-led Bible Study that is currently exploring the Gospel of Mark.
Breakfast is at 7:00 a.m. and Bible study at 7:30 a.m. This study meets each
Saturday morning. If you have any questions, then please contact Bruce
Sisco at bruce.sisco@wa.net.



28

Wednesday Midweek Meal and Gatherings
resume on Wednesday, September 13, 2023
Join us for faith, food, fellowship, and fun!

Each Wednesday evening:
 Dinner in the Life Together Hall at 5:30 p.m.
 Classes/worship/activity together at 6:30 p.m.
 Choir rehearsal in the Sanctuary at 7:30 p.m.

Last year, we learned about Holy Communion at MVLC, including baking
various types of bread; discussed our mission statement; and learned more
about one another in meaningful conversations.

This year’s activities will include midweek worship; funeral planning; a
guided, creative Liturgy Workshop; a hymn sing; and more!


