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As a community following Christ,
we LOVE with an open heart
GROW with a curious mind
and SHARE with a generous spirit.

Please turn off all cell phones.

If you are visiting with us today, we extend to you a particular welcome
and invite your questions and comments.

Our entire worship service is printed in this worship folder for your
convenience.

Hearing assistance devices are available in the Narthex.

Child care is available for children ages 5 years and under in the Child
Care Area, across from the Life Together Hall.

In the order of service, the words
that are spoken by a leader are in regular type.

Words spoken by the assembly are in boldface type.
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REBUILDING the TEMPLE
Third Sunday of Advent
Sunday, December 17, 2023 • 8:15 a.m. and 10:45 a.m.

Stand.
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All may make the sign of the cross +, the sign that is marked at baptism,
as the presiding minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,
who opens the heavens
and draws near to us with salvation.
Amen.

God is patient and merciful, desiring all to come to repentance.
Trusting this promise of grace, let us confess our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Everlasting God,
you love justice and you hate wrongdoing.
We confess the fear, greed, and self-centeredness
that make us reluctant to work against oppression.
We are complicit in systems of exploitation.
We choose comfort over courage.
We are careless with creation’s bounty.
Look upon us with mercy.
Turn our hearts again to you.
Make us glad to do your will and to walk in your ways
for the sake of our waiting world.
Amen.

Hear these words of assurance:
God clothes you with garments of salvation
and covers you with robes of righteousness.
In the tender compassion of + Jesus Christ,
your sins are forgiven.
God’s covenant is eternal,
and God’s blessing rests upon us all.
Amen.
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• “KYRIE”
Behold, I Make All Things New

Cantor sings verses; congregation sings refrain.

In peace, in peace let us pray to the Lord. Refrain.

For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. Refrain.

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God, and for
the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. Refrain.

For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise. Refrain.

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. To Amen.
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The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,
the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all.
And also with you.
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• “WHEN A STAR IS SHINING”
All Creation Sings 915
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• “O COME, O COME, EMMANUEL”
Evangelical Lutheran Worship 257
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1 leader 1 2 leader 2 c congregation

1 At every beginning, there is a yearning for the one who is coming.
O Emmanuel,

c open us up to your coming.

2 We gather together to allow our deeply held hopes
to be reshaped by God’s promises. O Emmanuel,

c open us up to your coming.

1 We wait for the day when God will make for us a future that is no
longer predicated on our fear. O Emmanuel,

c open us up to your coming.

2 We will find a new receptivity within us that desires God’s will
over our own will and relies on God’s justice and mercy
to accomplish it. O Emmanuel,

c open us up to your coming.

1 Jesus, we welcome your presence now with the lighting of these
candles, whose flames brings warmth to winter
and fills this place with the glow of hope.

c Amen.

Light three candles.

The congregation sings verse 4 of “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel.”

O come, O Branch of Jesse, free
your own from Satan’s tyranny;
from depths of hell your people save,
and give them vict’ry o’er the grave.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
shall come to you, O Israel.
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Let us pray.

God of restoration,
you brought your people home from exile
and in their joy
they rebuilt your temple.
Deliver us from our personal
and communal exiles,
and help us
to build up your church.
Amen.

Sit.

Behold, I Make All Things New
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A reading from the book of Ezra.

Ezra 1:1-4; 3:1-4, 10-13
1 1In the first year of King Cyrus of Persia, in order that the word of
the Lord by the mouth of Jeremiah might be accomplished, the Lord stirred
up the spirit of King Cyrus of Persia so that he sent a herald throughout all
his kingdom, and also in a written edict declared: 2“Thus says King Cyrus of
Persia: The Lord, the God of heaven, has given me all the kingdoms of the
earth, and he has charged me to build him a house at Jerusalem in
Judah. 3Any of those among you who are of his people—may their God be
with them! —are now permitted to go up to Jerusalem in Judah, and
rebuild the house of the Lord, the God of Israel—he is the God who is in
Jerusalem; 4and let all survivors, in whatever place they reside, be assisted
by the people of their place with silver and gold, with goods and with
animals, besides freewill offerings for the house of God in Jerusalem.”

3 1When the seventh month came, and the Israelites were in the towns,
the people gathered together in Jerusalem. 2Then Jeshua son of Jozadak,
with his fellow priests, and Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel with his kin set out
to build the altar of the God of Israel, to offer burnt offerings on it, as
prescribed in the law of Moses the man of God. 3They set up the altar on its
foundation, because they were in dread of the neighboring peoples, and
they offered burnt offerings upon it to the Lord, morning and evening. 4And
they kept the festival of booths, as prescribed, and offered the daily burnt
offerings by number according to the ordinance, as required for each day.

►
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10When the builders laid the foundation of the temple of the Lord, the
priests in their vestments were stationed to praise the Lord with trumpets,
and the Levites, the sons of Asaph, with cymbals, according to the
directions of King David of Israel; 11and they sang responsively, praising
and giving thanks to the Lord, “For he is good, for his steadfast love
endures forever toward Israel.” And all the people responded with a great
shout when they praised the Lord, because the foundation of the house of
the Lord was laid. 12But many of the priests and Levites and heads of
families, old people who had seen the first house on its foundations, wept
with a loud voice when they saw this house, though many shouted aloud for
joy, 13so that the people could not distinguish the sound of the joyful shout
from the sound of the people’s weeping, for the people shouted so loudly
that the sound was heard far away.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

’  +
Pastor Eric Bostrom.

Stand.
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• “SOON AND VERY SOON”
Evangelical Lutheran Worship 439
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Together, let us confess our faith.

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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With hope and expectation,
we offer our prayers for the church, the world,
and all who await God’s day of restoration.

At the conclusion of each petition:

Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

Listen to these and all our prayers,
O God of hosts,
and restore us with your great and everlasting mercy.
Amen.

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

Sit.

During this season of Advent,
our most important preparations will happen here in our hearts
when we make a way for God to come into our lives,
when we “prepare the way of the Lord.”

In the midst of preparations, we bring gifts to share
so that God’s love will shine brightly through the ministry
of this church and in our own lives as well.
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You can participate in the Offering electronically
by scanning the QR code and filling out the online form.

“Mary, Did You Know?”
Ellen Leapaldt

Stand.

God our provider,
by your merciful hand
abundance springs up from the earth.
Receive and bless these gifts of your own bounty.
Let them be a sign of your steadfast love
and faithfulness for all people,
through Jesus Christ our Savior.
Amen.



17

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, Almighty God,
through our Savior, Jesus Christ,

who on this day overcame death and the grave,
and by his glorious resurrection
opened to us the way of everlasting life.

So, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth
and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name
and join their unending hymn:

Behold, I Make All Things New
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• “HOLY, HOLY, HOLY”
Behold, I Make All Things New

Sing each line once.

To conclude, we will sing all three lines at the same time;
doing such twice.
You choose which line (1, 2, or 3) you want to sing each time.
(So you will sing line 1, line 2, line 3, line 1/2/3, line 1/2/3.)
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’
Lord, remember us in your kingdom
and teach us to pray:

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those
who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

In this meal, righteousness and peace meet together.
Come, take your place at the table.

Sit.
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At Mountain View Lutheran Church we practice an open communion
table, which means that everyone is welcome to receive the body and
blood of Jesus Christ. (You don’t have to be a member of MVLC.)

If you need an alcohol-free element or a gluten-free element, then please
let your server know.

If you are unable to come forward for communion, then please let an
usher know and you will be served where you are seated.

This is the table, not of the Church, but of Jesus Christ.
It is made ready for those who are loved by God,
whether you feel loved or not.
It is for those who desire to grow in love with God.
So come, you who have much faith and you who have little.
You who have been here often
and you who have not been for a long time or ever before.
Come, you who have tried to follow
and you who live with a sense of failure in your following.
Come, not because the Church invites you;
it is Christ who invites you to be known and fed and loved here.
Please come. Receive the gifts of God for all the people of God.
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• “LAMB OF GOD”
Behold, I Make All Things New
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• “GOD IS HERE”
Evangelical Lutheran Worship 526
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• “O LITTLE TOWN OF BETHLEHEM”
Evangelical Lutheran Worship 279
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Stand.

• “EAT THIS BREAD”
Evangelical Lutheran Worship 472
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Generous God,
in bread and cup you have revealed your glory
for all people to see together.
Nourished by this meal, send us
to be a community following Christ:
to LOVE with an open heart, GROW with a curious mind,
and SHARE with a generous spirit.
Amen.

Deacons are called to “make Christ
and his redemptive love known by word and example.” (1 Timothy)

Such love is expressed in the extension of Holy Communion
to those who are homebound or hospitalized.

Gracious God,
as Mary set out to visit Elizabeth before she gave birth to her son,
bless those who go forth to share your word and sacrament with
our sisters and brothers who are sick or homebound. In your
love and care, nourish those to whom we bring this communion,
that through the body and blood of your Son we may all know the
hope of your promised coming in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The God of peace bless you,
the love of Christ sustain you in hope,
and the anointing of the Spirit + remain upon you
now and forever.
Amen.



26

• “IT CAME UPON THE MIDNIGHT CLEAR”
Evangelical Lutheran Worship 282
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Go in peace. Keep awake.
Thanks be to God.

“Soon and Very Soon”

Christmas Eve
Sunday, December 24, 2023 • 7:00 p.m. and 10:00 p.m.

Join us as we celebrate the Nativity of Our Lord with Christmas carols,
sermon, prayers, Holy Communion, and  candlelight “Silent Night.”
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