
1



2

As a community following Christ,
we LOVE with an open heart,
GROW with a curious mind,
and SHARE with a generous spirit.

Please turn off all cell phones.

If you are visiting with us today, we extend to you a particular welcome
and invite your questions and comments.

Our entire worship service is printed in this worship folder for your
convenience.

Hearing assistance devices are available in the Narthex.

Child care is available for children ages 5 years and under in the Child
Care Area, across from the Life Together Hall.

In the order of service, the words
that are spoken by a leader are in regular type.

Words spoken by the assembly are in boldface type.
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 242
CHURCH at THESSALONICA
Fourth Sunday of Easter
Sunday, April 21, 2024 • 8:15 a.m. and 10:45 a.m.

Stand.
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Turn to face the baptism font.

All may make the sign of the cross,
+ the sign that is marked at baptism,
as the presiding minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,
the wellspring of grace,
our Easter and our joy.
Amen.

Look, here is water!
Here is our water of life! Alleluia!

Immersed in the promises of baptism,
let us give thanks for what God has done for us.
We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning
your voice thundered over the deep
and water became the essence of life.
Adam and Eve beheld Eden’s verdant rivers.
The ark carried your creation through the flood into a new day.
Miriam led the dancing as your people passed through the sea
into freedom’s land.
In a desert pool the Ethiopian official
entered your boundless baptismal life.

Look, here is water!
Here is our water of life! Alleluia!
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At the river your beloved Son was baptized by John
and anointed with the Holy Spirit.
By the baptism of Jesus’ death and resurrection
you opened the floodgates of your reconciling love,
freeing us to live as Easter people.
We rejoice with glad hearts,
giving all honor and praise to you,
through the risen Christ, our source of living water,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.
Amen.

Look, here is water!
Here is our water of life! Alleluia!

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,
the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all.
And also with you.
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• “PRAISE AND THANKSGIVING”
Evangelical Lutheran Worship 689

Let us pray.

Messiah, Jesus,
your followers established churches
in communities near and far.
Take us outside of ourselves
and teach us to give away what you have given to us.
Show us how to witness to your presence
in places near and far.
Amen.
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Sit.

Hymnal Supplement 1991 • “Now the Feast and Celebration” Eucharistic Setting



8

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles.

Acts 17:1-9
1After Paul and Silas had passed through Amphipolis and Apollonia, they
came to Thessalonica, where there was a synagogue of the Jews. 2And Paul
went in, as was his custom, and on three sabbath days argued with them
from the scriptures, 3explaining and proving that it was necessary for the
Messiah to suffer and to rise from the dead, and saying, “This is the
Messiah, Jesus whom I am proclaiming to you.” 4Some of them were
persuaded and joined Paul and Silas, as did a great many of the devout
Greeks and not a few of the leading women. 5But the Jews became jealous,
and with the help of some ruffians in the marketplaces they formed a mob
and set the city in an uproar. While they were searching for Paul and Silas
to bring them out to the assembly, they attacked Jason’s house. 6When they
could not find them, they dragged Jason and some believers before the city
authorities, shouting, “These people who have been turning the world
upside down have come here also, 7and Jason has entertained them as
guests. They are all acting contrary to the decrees of the emperor, saying
that there is another king named Jesus.” 8The people and the city officials
were disturbed when they heard this, 9and after they had taken bail from
Jason and the others, they let them go.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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A reading from the first letter to the Thessalonians.

1 Thessalonians 1:1-10
1Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, To the church of the Thessalonians in God
the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ: Grace to you and peace.
2We always give thanks to God for all of you and mention you in our
prayers, constantly 3remembering before our God and Father your work of
faith and labor of love and steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus
Christ. 4For we know, brothers and sisters beloved by God, that he has
chosen you, 5because our message of the gospel came to you not in word
only, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction; just
as you know what kind of persons we proved to be among you for your
sake.
6And you became imitators of us and of the Lord, for in spite of persecution
you received the word with joy inspired by the Holy Spirit, 7so that you
became an example to all the believers in Macedonia and in Achaia. 8For
the word of the Lord has sounded forth from you not only in Macedonia
and Achaia, but in every place your faith in God has become known, so that
we have no need to speak about it. 9For the people of those regions report
about us what kind of welcome we had among you, and how you turned to
God from idols, to serve a living and true God, 10and to wait for his Son
from heaven, whom he raised from the dead—Jesus, who rescues us from
the wrath that is coming.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

’  +
Pastor Briana Merkle.

Stand.



10

• “CANTICLE OF THE TURNING”
Evangelical Lutheran Worship 723
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Together, let us confess our faith.

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.  Amen.
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Rejoicing that Jesus is risen
and love has triumphed over fear,
let us pray for the church, the world,
and all those in need of good news.

At the conclusion of each petition:

Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Into your hands, most merciful God,
we commend all for whom we pray,
trusting in your abiding love;
through Jesus Christ,
our resurrected and living Lord.
Amen.

10:45 a.m.

Gracious God,
through these scriptures,
guide, strengthen, establish, and empower
these young people
as good and faithful servants,
of you and of the world.
Amen.
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The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

Sit.

As Jesus gave himself fully for us
and then appeared to the disciples bringing peace,
so let us now bring wholeness and healing to others
through our tithes and gifts.
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You can participate in the Offering electronically
by scanning the QR code and filling out the online form.

Stand.

Risen One,
you call us to believe and bear fruit.
May the gifts that we offer here
be signs of your abiding love.
Form us to be your witnesses in the world,
through Jesus Christ, our true vine.
Amen.
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Hymnal Supplement 1991 • “Now the Feast and Celebration” Eucharistic Setting

It is our duty and delight
that we should everywhere and always
offer thanks and praise to you, O God,
through Jesus Christ
who by his death on the cross and glorious resurrection
broke the bonds of sin and death
and gave life to all creation,
and so with the church on earth,
all creation, and the host of heaven
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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• “HOLY, HOLY, HOLY”
Hymnal Supplement 1991 • “Now the Feast and Celebration” Eucharistic Setting
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’
Lord, remember us in your kingdom
and teach us to pray:

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those
who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

The risen Christ is made known to us
in the breaking of the bread.
Come and eat at God’s table.

Sit.
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At Mountain View Lutheran Church we practice an open communion
table, which means that everyone is welcome to receive the body and
blood of Jesus Christ. (You don’t have to be a member of MVLC.)

If you need an alcohol-free element or a gluten-free element, then please
let your server know.

If you are unable to come forward for communion, then please let an
usher know and you will be served where you are seated.

’
This is the table, not of the Church, but of Jesus Christ.
It is made ready for those who are loved by God,
whether you feel loved or not.
It is for those who desire to grow in love with God.
So come, you who have much faith and you who have little.
You who have been here often
and you who have not been for a long time or ever before.
Come, you who have tried to follow
and you who live with a sense of failure in your following.
Come, not because the Church invites you;
it is Christ who invites you to be known and fed and loved here.
Please come. Receive the gifts of God for all the people of God.
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• “LAMB OF GOD”
Hymnal Supplement 1991 • “Now the Feast and Celebration” Eucharistic Setting
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• “IN THE SINGING”
Evangelical Lutheran Worship 466
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• “ALL WHO HUNGER, GATHER GLADLY”
Evangelical Lutheran Worship 461
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• “WELCOME TABLE”
All Creation Sings 969

Stand.
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Gracious God,
in you we live and move and have our being.
With your word and this meal of grace,
you have nourished our life together.
Strengthen us to show your love
and serve the world in Jesus’ name.
Amen.

Deacons are called to “make Christ and his redemptive love
known by word and example.” (1 Timothy)
Such love is expressed in the extension of Holy Communion
to those who are homebound or hospitalized.

Eternal God,
whose glory is revealed in the crucified and risen Lord, bless
those who go forth to share your word and sacrament with our
sisters and brothers who are sick or homebound. In your love
and care, nourish and strengthen those to whom we bring this
communion in the body and blood of  your Son, that we may all
feast upon your abundant love made known in Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.

God of the Resurrection, as we go into your world,
help us love with an open heart,
grow with a curious mind,
and share with a generous spirit.
Amen.
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• “LIFT HIGH THE CROSS”
Evangelical Lutheran Worship 660
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Go in peace. Serve in love.
Thanks be to God.

Flowers on the altar today
are given to the glory of God
by Jeanne Anderson.
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The contents of this Mountain View Lutheran Church worship folder are copyright © 2024, all rights reserved.

Texts printed include:
 Some worship content is from Sundays and Seasons [sundaysandseasons.com], 2024, copyright © 2024 Augsburg Fortress. Used

by permission and under license.
 Some worship content is from Narrative Lectionary 2023-24 [narrativelectionary.com], 2024, copyright © 2024 Working

Preacher/Luther Seminary. Used by permission.
 “Invitation to the Offering” is reprinted by permission of Westminster John Knox Press from Feasting on the Word® Worship

Companion. Copyright 2014.
 “Blessing” by one of our Wednesdays at the Well “Liturgy Workshop” participants.

Images printed include:
 Front cover: “Preaching in Thessalonica,” papercut photos of stained glass shadows in the Sanctuary, 2024, by Troy Kehm-Goins.

Songs printed include:
 “Praise and Thanksgiving.” Text: Albert F. Bayly © Oxford University Press. Music: Gaelic tune; arr. hymnal version © 2006

Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-709305.
 “Canticle of the Turning.” Text: Rory Cooney, based on the Magnificat © 1990 GIA Publications, Inc. Music: Irish traditional. All

rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-709305.
 “In the Singing.” Text: Shirley Erena Murray. Music: Carlton R. Young. Text and music © 1996 Hope Publishing Company. Used

by permission. CCLI License #11176836.
 “All Who Hunger, Gather Gladly.” Text: Sylvia G. Dunstan © 1991 GIA Publications, Inc.  Music: W. Moore, Columbian Harmony

© 2003 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-709305.
 “Welcome Table.” Text: African American spiritual. Music: African American Spiritual; arr. Mark Hayes. Arr. © 2003 Augsburg

Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-709305.
 “Lift High the Cross.” Text: George W. Kitchin; rev. Michael R. Newbolt. Music: Sydney H. Nicholson. Text and music © 1974

Hope Publishing Company. Used by permission. CCLI License #11176836.
 “Gospel Acclamation,” “The Great Thanksgiving,” “Holy,” and “Lamb of God” are from Now the Feast and Celebration. Text and

music: Marty Haugen, Susan Briehl, Dan Erlander, Martin Wells. Published in Hymnal Supplement 1991 © 1991 GIA
Publications, Inc. All rights reserved.  Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-709305.

Worship leaders include:

Both services
 PREACHER: Pastor Briana Merkle.
 PRESIDER: Pastor Eric Bostrom.
 ASSISTING MINISTER: Ken Swanson.
 ORGANIST: Joan Linden.
 VIDEOGRAPHER: David Burch.
 ALTAR GUILD: Kathy Harris, Janet Larson, Mervina Sturgeon.

8:15 a.m.
 USHERS: Janet Larson, Eileen Newton, Chris Ray, Ken Swanson (head usher).
 GREETER: Carol Powers.
 ACOLYTES: Gretchen Schaefer, Nate Schaefer.
 LECTOR: Chris Schaefer.
 COMMUNION ASSISTANTS: Sandi Swanson, Diane Tyler.
 SOUND: Henry Peck.

10:45 a.m.
 USHERS: Mark Cantrell (head usher), Mary Beth Dahl, John Dahle, Deborah VanderLey.
 GREETERS: Keith Wright, Marlene Wright.
 ACOLYTE: Emilia Olson.
 LECTOR: Scott VanderLey.
 COMMUNION ASSISTANTS: Cathy Kostelecky, Amy Lewis.
 SOUND: Beth Ann Johnson.
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