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As a community following Christ,
we LOVE with an open heart,
GROW with a curious mind,
and SHARE with a generous spirit.

 Please turn off all cell phones.
 If you are visiting with us today, we extend to you a particular welcome

and invite your questions and comments.
 Our entire worship service is printed in this worship folder for your

convenience.
 Hearing assistance devices are available in the Narthex.
 Child care is available for children ages 5 years and under in the Child

Care Area, across from the Life Together Hall.

In the order of service, the words
that are spoken by a leader are in regular type.

Words spoken by the assembly are in boldface type.
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 316
JESUS’ BIRTH ANNOUNCED
Fourth Sunday of Advent
Sunday, December 22, 2024 • 9:30 a.m.

Stand.
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• “O COME, O COME, EMMANUEL”
Evangelical Lutheran Worship 257

6 O come, O Dayspring, come and cheer;
O Sun of justice, now draw near
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night,
and death’s dark shadow put to flight. Refrain.

7 O come, O King of nations, come,
O Cornerstone that binds in one:
refresh the hearts that long for you;
restore the broken, make us new. Refrain.
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The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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• “COME NOW, O PRINCE OF PEACE”
Evangelical Lutheran Worship 247

Sing twice.
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Reader:
When the people were looking for deliverance,
the prophet Micah declared, “But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah…
from you shall come forth for me one who is to rule in Israel,
whose origin is from of old, from ancient day.” (Micah 5:2).
But what if Micah is also talking to us, proclaiming,
“But you, O Mountain View Lutheran Church,
from you shall come forth for me…”
What?
What might God be calling forth from us?

Congregation:
God invites us to receive the promise of God’s salvation
and the sustenance of God’s mercy and grace,
enabling us to live the promise as God-bearers to the world.
As Christ was born in Bethlehem,
so too we answer God’s invitation to have Christ
born among us today and every day.

Light the fourth candle of the Advent wreath.

Reader:
We light this candle of love as a sign of our commitment
to live as people of God’s promise,
a promise of salvation and flourishing for all people
that springs forth from God’s love for all creation.

Stand.
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Evangelical Lutheran Worship, Holy Communion, Setting Seven
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Evangelical Lutheran Worship, Holy Communion, Setting Seven



10

Let us pray.

Father God,
there is no miracle as grand as birth.
As we prepare for the coming of your son, Jesus,
create in us new life.
Transform us so that we may reflect the light of your son,
and become beacons of goodness, kindness, compassion,
generosity, honesty, patience, and peace,
for the sake of the one whose name brings deliverance
and life to all the world, Jesus Christ, infant king.
Amen.

Sit.

Lori Neptun.

Stand.
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Evangelical Lutheran Worship, Holy Communion, Setting Seven
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The holy gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Luke 1:26-56
26In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee
called Nazareth, 27to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of
the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 28And he came to her and
said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.” 29But she was much
perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might
be. 30The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found
favor with God. 31And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son,
and you will name him Jesus. 32He will be great, and will be called the Son
of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his
ancestor David. 33He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his
kingdom there will be no end.” 34Mary said to the angel, “How can this be,
since I am a virgin?” 35The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come
upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore
the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. 36And now,
your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; and this is
the sixth month for her who was said to be barren. 37For nothing will be
impossible with God.” 38Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the
Lord; let it be with me according to your word.” Then the angel departed
from her.

39In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the
hill country, 40where she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted
Elizabeth. 41When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child leaped in her
womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit 42and exclaimed with a
loud cry, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your
womb. 43And why has this happened to me, that the mother of my Lord
comes to me? 44For as soon as I heard the sound of your greeting, the child
in my womb leaped for joy. 45And blessed is she who believed that there
would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her by the Lord.”
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The holy gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Luke 1:26-56
46And Mary said, “My soul magnifies the Lord, 47and my spirit rejoices in
God my Savior, 48for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his
servant. Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed; 49for the
Mighty One has done great things for me, and holy is his name. 50His mercy
is for those who fear him from generation to generation. 51He has shown
strength with his arm; he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their
hearts. 52He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, and lifted
up the lowly; 53he has filled the hungry with good things, and sent the rich
away empty. 54He has helped his servant Israel, in remembrance of his
mercy, 55according to the promise he made to our ancestors, to Abraham
and to his descendants forever.”

56And Mary remained with her about three months and then returned to
her home.

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sit.

’  +
Peter Briggs.

Stand.
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• “THE ANGEL GABRIEL FROM HEAVEN CAME”
Evangelical Lutheran Worship 265
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Together, let us confess our faith.

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation

he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,

and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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As we prepare for Emmanuel, God-with-us,
let us pray for all people and places
that long for God’s presence.

At the conclusion of each petition:

Lord, in your mercy,
receive our prayer.

Savior of the nations,
come, and receive these prayers and pleas of our hearts,
in the name of Jesus Christ.
Amen.

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

Sit.
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God of Advent joy,
we bring our offerings with hearts open to your transformative call.
In this season of anticipation,
may our gifts help mend what is broken
and share the promise of redemption.

You can participate in the Offering electronically
by scanning the QR code and filling out the online form.

MVLC Bell Choir.

Stand.
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• “COME AND JOURNEY WITH A SAVIOR”
Gather, Third Edition 788
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Creator God,
you made the whole world,
even the farthest stars,
and you draw near to feed us.
We praise you for these gifts of bread and wine.
Strengthen us with this food
that we may live in expectation
for the Advent of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.

On the night in which he was betrayed...



20

’
Lord, remember us in your kingdom
and teach us to pray:

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those
who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

God feeds us with tender mercy.
Come to the table.

Sit.
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At Mountain View Lutheran Church we practice an open communion
table, which means that everyone is welcome to receive the body and
blood of Jesus Christ. (You don’t have to be a member of MVLC.)

If you need an alcohol-free element or a gluten-free element, then please
let your server know.

If you are unable to come forward for communion, then please let an
usher know and you will be served where you are seated.

’
This is the table, not of the Church, but of Jesus Christ.
It is made ready for those who are loved by God,
whether you feel loved or not.
It is for those who desire to grow in love with God.
So come, you who have much faith and you who have little.
You who have been here often
and you who have not been for a long time or ever before.
Come, you who have tried to follow
and you who live with a sense of failure in your following.
Come, not because the Church invites you;
it is Christ who invites you to be known and fed and loved here.
Please come. Receive the gifts of God for all the people of God
because the gifts of God are free.
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• “LAMB OF GOD”
Evangelical Lutheran Worship, Holy Communion, Setting Seven
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• “MY SOUL PROCLAIMS YOUR GREATNESS”
Evangelical Lutheran Worship 251
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• “NO WIND AT THE WINDOW”
All Creation Sings 906
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• “LIGHT ONE CANDLE”
Evangelical Lutheran Worship 240

Stand.
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Generous God,
we thank you for the gift of life, for the bread of salvation.
We thank you for coming among us, for leading us into peace.
We thank you for showering us with mercy,
for sending us into the world.
Come, Lord Jesus, and go with us
as we feed the hungry in your name.
Amen.

Deacons are called to “make Christ
and his redemptive love known by word and example.” (1 Timothy)

Such love is expressed in the extension of Holy Communion
to those who are homebound or hospitalized.

Gracious God,
as Mary set out to visit Elizabeth before she gave birth to her son,
bless those who go forth to share your word and sacrament with
our sisters and brothers who are sick or homebound. In your
love and care, nourish those to whom we bring this communion,
that through the body and blood of your Son we may all know the
hope of your promised coming in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

God of endings and beginnings,
God in the darkness and the light,
God, our hope for the journey,
+ bless and keep you now and forever.
Amen.
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• “JOY TO THE WORLD”
Evangelical Lutheran Worship 267

Go in peace. Prepare the way for Emmanuel.
Thanks be to God.
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The contents of this Mountain View Lutheran Church worship folder are copyright © 2024, all rights reserved.

Texts printed include:
 Some worship content is from Sundays and Seasons [sundaysandseasons.com], 2024, copyright © 2024 Augsburg Fortress. Used

by permission and under license.
 Some worship content is from Narrative Lectionary 2024 [narrativelectionary.com], 2024, copyright © 2024 Working Preacher/

Luther Seminary. Used by permission.
 Advent Candle Lighting is from “Come, Let Us Adore Him: Advent Candle Lighting Liturgy 2024” by Lisa Hancock © 2024

Discipleship Ministries of The United Methodist Church. The UMC is one of the ELCA’s Call to Common Mission partners.
www.umcdiscipleship.org/articles/come-let-us-adore-him-advent-candle-lighting-liturgy-2024

 “Invitation to the Offering” is reprinted by permission of Westminster John Knox Press from Feasting on the Word® Worship
Companion. Copyright 2012.

Images printed include:
 Front cover: “Annunciation,” gel-printed papercut cardstock and aluminum foil on copy paper, 2024, by Troy Kehm-Goins.
 Page 5: “Be Not Afraid,” papercut cardstock on copy paper, 2024, by Troy Kehm-Goins.

Songs printed include:
 “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel.” Text: Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, Köln, 1710; tr. composite. Music: French

processional, 15th cent. Text sts. 2, 6, 7 © 1997 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-
709305.

 “Come Now, O Prince of Peace/Ososŏ, ososŏ.” Text: Geonyong Lee; tr. Marion Pope. Music: Geonyong Lee. Text and music ©
Geonyong Lee. All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-709305.

 “The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came.” Text: Basque carol, para. Sabine Baring Gould. Music: Basque carol, arr. C. Edgar
Pettman and John Wickman. Arr. © 1955 E.H. Freeman, Ltd., renewed 1983, admin. Glenwood Music Corp. All rights reserved.
Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-709305.

 “Come and Journey with a Savior.” Text: Herbert O’Driscoll. Music: , 8 7 8 7 with refrain; Marty Haugen. Text
and music © 1998 GIA Publications, Inc. All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-709305.

 “My Soul Proclaims Your Greatness.” Text: With One Voice, based on the Magnificat © 1995 Augsburg Fortress. Music: English
folk tune; arr. Ralph Vaughn Williams © Oxford University Press. Used by permission. CCLI License #11176836.

 “No Wind at the Window.” Text: John L. Bell. Music: Irish melody; arr. John L. Bell. Text and arr. © 1992 WGRG, Iona
Community, admin. GIA Publications, Inc. All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-709305.

 “Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah.” Text: Wayne L. Wold © 1994 Fortress Press. Music: Yiddish folk tune. All rights
reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-709305.

 “Joy to the World.” Text: Issac Watts. Music: English melody, 18th Century; arr. Lowell Mason. Public domain.
 “Kyrie,” “Gloria,” “Acclamation of Scripture,” and “Lamb of God” are from “Holy Communion, Setting Seven,” as found in

Evangelical Lutheran Worship © 2006 by Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. Published by Augsburg Fortress. Used by
permission of Augsburg Fortress under license #15515-LIT.

Worship leaders include:

 PREACHER: Peter Briggs.
 PRESIDER: Pastor Eric Bostrom.
 ASSISTING MINISTER: Tristan Cornell.
 DIRECTOR of MUSIC: Amy Boers.
 VIDEOGRAPHER: David Burch.
 ALTAR GUILD: Flora Larson, Karen Lonn, Diane Nelson, Karen Slavens.

 USHERS: Gary Larson, Diane Nelson, Lindy Nelson, Ken Swanson (head usher).
 GREETER: Deborah VanderLey.
 ACOLYTE: Emilia Olson.
 ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTERS: Scott and Deborah VanderLey.
 LECTOR: Jeanne Anderson.
 COMMUNION ASSISTANTS: Ellen Leapaldt, Deborah VanderLey.
 SOUND: Beth Ann Johnson.
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