
1



2

In the order of service, the words
that are spoken by a leader are in regular type.

Words spoken by the assembly are in boldface type.

For music, the words in regular type are sung by all,
unless otherwise noted.
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Make no mistake.
This blessing that comes
like hands laid
upon your head,
a mantle draped
across your shoulders:
you do not bear it
alone.

Think of it
as lineage,
as litany:
an ancient legacy
entwining you among the strands
that weave through
generations and centuries,
that spiral with
the enduring and
determined grace
of the story that has
seized you,
and the One
who has claimed
and called you.

Take heart
that this blessing
comes to you
singed and
scorched,
signed by the blazing
of wonders
you can barely imagine
and by trials
that have already tested you,
or you would not
have found your way
this far.

Lay it down,
and it will be a path for you
across terrain
you never imagined
daring to cross.

Take it up,
and know the presence
of those who have passed this
on to you:
who encompass you
who enfold you
who go with you
and release you
into the keeping
of the road
that is your own
and the One
who has called
your name.

Blessing of Elijah
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Prelude
“Schmücke dich, o Liebe Seele” • J.S. Bach

Welcome

Announcements

Confession
All may make the sign of the cross,
the sign marked at baptism,
as the presiding minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,
whose voice is upon the waters,
whose mercy is poured out upon all people,
whose goodness cascades over all creation.
Amen.

►
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We confess our sin, trusting in the abundant grace of God.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Holy God,
you search us and know us.
You are acquainted with all our ways.
We confess that our hearts are burdened by sin—
our own sins and the broken systems that bind us.
We turn inward, failing to follow
your outward way of love.
We distrust those who are not like us.
We exploit the earth and its resources
and fail to consider generations to come.
Forgive us, gracious God,
for all we have done and left undone.
Even before the words are on our tongues,
you know them;
receive them in your divine mercy.
Amen.

How vast is God’s grace!
Through the power and promise of + Christ Jesus,
your sins are washed away.
Indeed, you are forgiven.
And you are claimed as God’s own beloved.
Now, in the wake of God’s forgiveness,
we are called to be the beloved community
living out Christ’s justice
and the Spirit’s reconciling peace.
Amen.
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Opening Hymn • “Christ, Whose Glory Fills the Skies”
Evangelical Lutheran Church 553
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Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,
the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all.
And also with you.
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Hymn of Praise • “Glory to God”
With One Voice • Setting Five
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Prayer of the Day
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Almighty God,
the resplendent light of your truth
shines from the mountaintop into our hearts.
Transfigure us by your beloved Son,
and illumine the world with your image,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
Amen.
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First Reading
A reading from Second Kings.

2 Kings 2:1-12
Now when the Lord was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind,
Elijah and Elisha were on their way from Gilgal. Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay
here; for the Lord has sent me as far as Bethel.” But Elisha said, “As the
Lord lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they went down
to Bethel. The company of prophets who were in Bethel came out to Elisha,
and said to him, “Do you know that today the Lord will take your master
away from you?” And he said, “Yes, I know; keep silent.”

Elijah said to him, “Elisha, stay here; for the Lord has sent me to Jericho.”
But he said, “As the Lord lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave
you.” So they came to Jericho. The company of prophets who were at
Jericho drew near to Elisha, and said to him, “Do you know that today the
Lord will take your master away from you?” And he answered, “Yes, I
know; be silent.”

Then Elijah said to him, “Stay here; for the Lord has sent me to the
Jordan.” But he said, “As the Lord lives, and as you yourself live, I will not
leave you.” So the two of them went on. Fifty men of the company of
prophets also went, and stood at some distance from them, as they both
were standing by the Jordan. Then Elijah took his mantle and rolled it up,
and struck the water; the water was parted to the one side and to the other,
until the two of them crossed on dry ground.

When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me what I may do for
you, before I am taken from you.” Elisha said, “Please let me inherit a
double share of your spirit.” He responded, “You have asked a hard thing;
yet, if you see me as I am being taken from you, it will be granted you; if
not, it will not.” As they continued walking and talking, a chariot of fire and
horses of fire separated the two of them, and Elijah ascended in a
whirlwind into heaven. Elisha kept watching and crying out, “Father,
father! The chariots of Israel and its horsemen!” But when he could no
longer see him, he grasped his own clothes and tore them in two pieces.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Psalm 50 • “To the Upright I Will Show”
The Lyric Psalter, Year B • OneLicense #95465
Cantor sings the refrain first, then all repeat.
Cantor sings verses; congregation sings refrain.

The God of gods, the Lord, has spoken and summoned the earth,
from the rising of the sun to its setting.

“I do not rebuke you for your sacrifices;
your offerings are always before me.”

Refrain.

“Were I hungry, I would not tell you,
for the world and its fullness is mine.

Do I eat the flesh, the flesh of bulls,
or drink the blood of goats?”

Refrain.

“Give your praise as a sacrifice to God,
and fulfill your vows to the Most High.

Then call on me in the day of distress.
I will deliver you and you shall honor me.”

Refrain.
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Second Reading
A reading from Second Corinthians.

2 Corinthians 4:3-6
Even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. In their
case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep
them from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the
image of God. For we do not proclaim ourselves; we proclaim Jesus Christ
as Lord and ourselves as your slaves for Jesus’ sake. For it is the God who
said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” who has shone in our hearts to give
the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation • “Alleluia”
With One Voice • Setting Five
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Gospel
The Holy Gospel according to Mark.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Mark 9:2-9
Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, and led
them up a high mountain apart, by themselves. And he was transfigured
before them, and his clothes became dazzling white, such as no one on
earth could bleach them. And there appeared to them Elijah with Moses,
who were talking with Jesus. Then Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for
us to be here; let us make three dwellings, one for you, one for Moses, and
one for Elijah.” He did not know what to say, for they were terrified. Then a
cloud overshadowed them, and from the cloud there came a voice, “This is
my Son, the Beloved; listen to him!” Suddenly when they looked around,
they saw no one with them any more, but only Jesus.

As they were coming down the mountain, he ordered them to tell no one
about what they had seen, until after the Son of Man had risen from the
dead.

The Gospel of our Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon
Pastor Briana Merkle

Silence for reflection and self-examination.
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Hymn of the Day • “Transform Us”
Gather, Third Edition 878
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Nicene Creed
Together, we confess our faith.

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation

he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,

and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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Prayers of the Church
Guided by Christ made known to the nations,
we pray for the church, the world, and all people in need.

A brief silence.

At the conclusion of each petition:

Lord in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Merciful God, hear the prayers of your people,
spoken or silent, for the sake of the one who dwells among us,
your Son, Jesus Christ our Savior.
Amen.

Sharing of the Peace
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.
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Offering
We give to the Lord of our tithes and offerings.

You can mail an offering to:

Mountain View Lutheran Church
3505 - 122nd Ave E
Edgewood WA 98372

Ways that you can give electronically:

TEXT
 Text “Give” to 253-292-9599.
 You will be sent a message to (a) text your giving amount

and/or (b) set up recurring giving.

ONLINE via the MVLC WEBSITE
 Visit www.mtviewlutheran.org.
 Hover over the “GIVE” dropbox.
 Choose “Make a Donation via Bank Account”

or “Make a Donation via Credit/Debit Card.”
 Fill out all information on the page

and then click the blue “GIVE” button.
 If you want it to remember your information,

visit “SIGN IN” and create an account.
 NOTE: Online giving is a one-time gift unless you check

“Make this Gift Recurring.”

Offertory
“Beautiful Savior” • arr. Cathy Moklebust
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Offering Prayer
O God,
receive these gifts as you receive us:
as a mother receives her child, with arms open wide.
Nourish us anew in your tender care,
and empower us in faithful service
to tend to others with this same love,
through Jesus Christ, our saving grace.
Amen.

Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times
and in all places offer thanks and praise to you
almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ;
who, sharing our life, lived among us to reveal your glory and love,
that our darkness should give way to your own brilliant light.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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Sanctus • “Holy, Holy, Holy”
With One Voice • Setting Five

Words of Institution
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Lord’s Prayer
Lord, remember us in your kingdom
and teach us to pray:

Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come,

your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those

who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,

now and forever. Amen.

Communion
Beloved: here is bread; here is wine.
Here is Jesus. Come and be fed.

The body of Christ, given for you.

The blood of Christ, shed for you.
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Lamb of God • “Lamb of God”
With One Voice • Setting Five

Prayer after Communion
Christ Jesus,
at this table we have feasted on your very life
and are strengthened for our journey.
Send us forth from this banquet
nourished in body and in spirit
to proclaim your good news
and serve others in your name.
Amen.
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Deacon Sending
Deacons are called to “make Christ
and his redemptive love known by word and example.”

Such love is expressed in the extension of Holy Communion
to those who are homebound or hospitalized,
and often lonely as well.

Deacons for the week are named.

Gracious God,
as Jesus called disciples to follow him,
bless those who go forth
to share your word and sacrament
with those who are sick and homebound.
May these gifts be signs of our love and prayers,
that through the sharing of the body and blood of Christ,
all may know your grace and healing
revealed in Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Blessing
God the creator strengthen you;
Jesus the beloved fill you;
and the Holy Spirit the comforter + keep you in peace.
Amen.
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Sending Hymn • “Shine, Jesus, Shine”
Evangelical Lutheran Worship 671
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Sending
Go in peace. Be the light of Christ.
Thanks be to God.

Postlude

Flowers on the altar today are given to the glory of God
by Sam and Cindy Jones
in regard to Psalm 46:10
and memories of peace in the silence of quiet Alaskan waters.

Worship Attendance
Please register your worship attendance online at
www.mtviewlutheran.org/worshipattendance
Please submit prayer requests online at
www.mtviewlutheran.org/prayerrequest
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Worship Notes
The contents of this Mountain View Lutheran Church worship folder are copyright © 2021, all rights
reserved. Some worship content is from Sundays and Seasons, 2021, Year B, copyright © 2020
Augsburg Fortress.

Images printed include:
 Front cover, foreground: Detail of “Transfiguration,” 1973, by JESUS MAFA. From “Art in

Christian Tradition,” a project of the Vanderbilt Divinity Library, Nashville, TN. http://
diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=48307 [CC BY-NC-SA 3.0
(creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0)].

 Front cover, background/border: Detail of “Textile, Adjame Market, Abidjan, Ivory Coast,”
photograph, by Eva Blue, unsplash.com/photos/SfPOkp6-2eA. Public domain via Unsplash.

 Page 7: “Ethiopian Cross,” linoleum block print, 2017, by Elizabeth Steele Halstead. Image
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licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0)].

Text printed includes:
 Page 5: “Blessing of Elijah,” 2013, by Jan Richardson © Jan Richardson.
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Songs printed include:
 “Christ, Whose Glory Fills the Skies.” Text: Charles Wesley. Music: J.G. Werner, Choralbuch,

1815. Public domain.
 “Psalm 50: To the Upright I Will Show.” Text: Psalm 50; Tony Alonso. English trans. of the psalm

response from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997 ICEL. Music: Tony Alonso © 2013 GIA
Publications, Inc. All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-709305.

 “Transform Us.” Text: Sylvia Dunstan © 1993 GIA Publications, Inc. Music: 8 7 8 7 8 7;
French carol; harm. by Richard Proulx © 1986 GIA Publications, Inc. All rights reserved.
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Fortress. Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress under license #15515-LIT.
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